YEAR 2, PROPER 4, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

“And now, Israel, what does the LLORD your God
require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk 1n all his ways, to love him, to serve the LLORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
and to keep the commandments and statutes of the
LORD, which I command you this day for your good?
Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it; yet
the LORD set his heart in love upon your fathers and
chose their descendants after them, you above all
peoples, as at this day. Circumcise therefore the
foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. For
the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords,
the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who 1s not
partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner,
giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner
therefore; for you were sojourners in the land of
Egypt. You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall
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serve him and cleave to him, and by his name you shall
swear. He is your praise; he 1s your God, who has
done for you these great and terrible things which
your eyes have seen. Your fathers went down to Egypt
seventy persons; and now the LORD your God has
made you as the stars of heaven for multitude.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Can'dace KAN-duh-see
Azo'tus uh-Z0-tuhs
Caesare'a ses-uh-REE-uh

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go
toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This 1s a desert road. And he rose
and went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
minister of the Can'dace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
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charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to
worship and was returning; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to
him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
And he said, “How can I, unless some one guides
mer” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. Now the passage of the scripture which he was
reading was this: “As a sheep led to the slaughter or a
lamb before its shearer is dumb, so he opens not his
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who
can describe his generation? For his life is taken up
from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip,
“About whom, pray, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about some one else?”” Then Philip opened
his mouth, and beginning with this scripture he told
him the good news of Jesus. And as they went along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What 1s to prevent my being
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop,
and they both went down into the water, Philip and
the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
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up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, and went
on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azo'tus,
and passing on he preached the gospel to all the towns
till he came to Caesare'a.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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