
YEAR 2, PROPER 4, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
“You shall appoint judges and officers in all your 
towns which the LORD your God gives you, according 
to your tribes; and they shall judge the people with 
righteous judgment. You shall not pervert justice; you 
shall not show partiality; and you shall not take a bribe,
for a bribe blinds the eyes of  the wise and subverts the
cause of  the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you 
shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land 
which the LORD your God gives you. When you come 
to the land which the LORD your God gives you, and 
you possess it and dwell in it, and then say, ‘I will set a 
king over me, like all the nations that are round about 
me’; you may indeed set as king over you him whom 
the LORD your God will choose. One from among 
your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may 
not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 
Only he must not multiply horses for himself, or cause
the people to return to Egypt in order to multiply 
horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall 
never return that way again.’ And he shall not multiply 
wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he 
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greatly multiply for himself  silver and gold. And when 
he sits on the throne of  his kingdom, he shall write for
himself  in a book a copy of  this law, from that which 
is in charge of  the Levitical priests; and it shall be with
him, and he shall read in it all the days of  his life, that 
he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by keeping all 
the words of  this law and these statutes, and doing 
them; that his heart may not be lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment, either to the right hand or to the left; 
so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and 
his children, in Israel.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive 
the Spirit by works of  the law, or by hearing with 
faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the 
Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you 
experience so many things in vain?—if  it really is in 
vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 
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works miracles among you do so by works of  the law, 
or by hearing with faith? Thus Abraham “believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” So
you see that it is men of  faith who are the sons of  
Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 
nations be blessed.” So then, those who are men of  
faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith. For all 
who rely on works of  the law are under a curse; for it 
is written, “Cursed be every one who does not abide 
by all things written in the book of  the law, and do 
them.” Now it is evident that no man is justified 
before God by the law; for “He who through faith is 
righteous shall live”; but the law does not rest on faith,
for “He who does them shall live by them.” Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of  the law, having become
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed be every one 
who hangs on a tree”—that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of  Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, 
that we might receive the promise of  the Spirit 
through faith.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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