
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
A good name is better than precious ointment; and the
day of  death, than the day of  birth. It is better to go to
the house of  mourning than to go to the house of  
feasting; for this is the end of  all men, and the living 
will lay it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter, for 
by sadness of  countenance the heart is made glad. The
heart of  the wise is in the house of  mourning; but the 
heart of  fools is in the house of  mirth. It is better for 
a man to hear the rebuke of  the wise than to hear the 
song of  fools. For as the crackling of  thorns under a 
pot, so is the laughter of  the fools; this also is vanity. 
Surely oppression makes the wise man foolish, and a 
bribe corrupts the mind. Better is the end of  a thing 
than its beginning; and the patient in spirit is better 
than the proud in spirit. Be not quick to anger, for 
anger lodges in the bosom of  fools. Say not, “Why 
were the former days better than these?” For it is not 
from wisdom that you ask this. Wisdom is good with 
an inheritance, an advantage to those who see the sun. 
For the protection of  wisdom is like the protection of  
money; and the advantage of  knowledge is that 
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wisdom preserves the life of  him who has it. Consider
the work of  God; who can make straight what he has 
made crooked? In the day of  prosperity be joyful, and 
in the day of  adversity consider; God has made the 
one as well as the other, so that man may not find out 
anything that will be after him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus went away and withdrew to the district of  
Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Son of  David; my daughter is severely 
possessed by a demon.” But he did not answer her a 
word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she is crying after us.” He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of  the 
house of  Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 
answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it 
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done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was 
healed instantly.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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