
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
There is a vanity which takes place on earth, that there 
are righteous men to whom it happens according to 
the deeds of  the wicked, and there are wicked men to 
whom it happens according to the deeds of  the 
righteous. I said that this also is vanity. And I 
commend enjoyment, for man has no good thing 
under the sun but to eat and drink, and enjoy himself, 
for this will go with him in his toil through the days of
life which God gives him under the sun. When I 
applied my mind to know wisdom, and to see the 
business that is done on earth, how neither day nor 
night one’s eyes see sleep; then I saw all the work of  
God, that man cannot find out the work that is done 
under the sun. However much man may toil in 
seeking, he will not find it out; even though a wise 
man claims to know, he cannot find it out. But all this 
I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and 
the wise and their deeds are in the hand of  God; 
whether it is love or hate man does not know. 
Everything before them is vanity, since one fate comes
to all, to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and
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the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who 
sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As is the 
good man, so is the sinner; and he who swears is as he
who shuns an oath. This is an evil in all that is done 
under the sun, that one fate comes to all; also the 
hearts of  men are full of  evil, and madness is in their 
hearts while they live, and after that they go to the 
dead. But he who is joined with all the living has hope,
for a living dog is better than a dead lion. For the 
living know that they will die, but the dead know 
nothing, and they have no more reward; but the 
memory of  them is lost. Their love and their hate and 
their envy have already perished, and they have no 
more for ever any share in all that is done under the 
sun. Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink 
your wine with a merry heart; for God has already 
approved what you do. Let your garments be always 
white; let not oil be lacking on your head. Enjoy life 
with the wife whom you love, all the days of  your vain 
life which he has given you under the sun, because that
is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil 
under the sun. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 
with your might; for there is no work or thought or 
knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are 
going.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus went on from Tyre and Sidon and passed 
along the Sea of  Galilee. And he went up on the 
mountain, and sat down there. And great crowds came 
to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the 
blind, the dumb, and many others, and they put them at 
his feet, and he healed them, so that the throng 
wondered, when they saw the dumb speaking, the 
maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; 
and they glorified the God of  Israel. Then Jesus called 
his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the
crowd, because they have been with me now three days,
and have nothing to eat; and I am unwilling to send 
them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” And the 
disciples said to him, “Where are we to get bread 
enough in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” And 
Jesus said to them, “How many loaves have you?” They 
said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” And commanding 
the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven
loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke 
them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were 
satisfied; and they took up seven baskets full of  the 
broken pieces left over. Those who ate were four 
thousand men, besides women and children. And 
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sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went 
to the region of  Mag'adan.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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