YEAR 2, PROPER 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

“This commandment which I command you this day
is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. It 1s not in
heaven, that you should say, “‘Who will go up for us to
heaven, and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do
it?” Neither 1s it beyond the sea, that you should say,
‘Who will go over the sea for us, and bring it to us,
that we may hear it and do it?” But the word is very
near you; it 1s in your mouth and in your heart, so that
you can do it. See, I have set before you this day life
and good, death and evil. If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God which I
command you this day, by loving the LORD your God,
by walking in his ways, and by keeping his
commandments and his statutes and his ordinances,
then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your
God will bless you in the land which you are entering
to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away,
and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship
other gods and serve them, I declare to you this day,
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land
which you are going over the Jordan to enter and

YEAR 2, PROPER 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER
DEUTERONOMY 30:11-20; GALATIANS 4:21-31



possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you
this day, that I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you and
your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God,
obeying his voice, and cleaving to him; for that means
life to you and length of days, that you may dwell in
the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ha'gar HAY-gar

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians
Tell me, you who desire to be under law, do you not
hear the law? For it 1s written that Abraham had two
sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman. But the
son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the
son of the free woman through promise. Now this 1s
an allegory: these women are two covenants. One is
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she 1s

YEAR 2, PROPER 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER
DEUTERONOMY 30:11-20; GALATIANS 4:21-31



Ha'gar. Now Ha'gar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in
slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is
free, and she 1s our mother. For 1t is written, “Rejoice,
O barren one who does not bear; break forth and
shout, you who are not in travail; for the children of
the desolate one are many more than the children of
her that is married.” Now we, brethren, like Isaac, are
children of promise. But as at that time he who was
born according to the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so it is now. But what
does the scripture say? “Cast out the slave and her son;
for the son of the slave shall not inherit with the son
of the free woman.” So, brethren, we are not children
of the slave but of the free woman.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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