YEAR 2, PROPER 5, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ca'leb KAY-luhb
Jephun'neh j1-FUHN-nuh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

Joshua the son of Nun was mighty in war, and was the
successor of Moses in prophesying. He became, in
accordance with his name, a great savior of God’s
elect, to take vengeance on the enemies that rose
against them, so that he might give Israel its
inheritance. How glorious he was when he lifted his
hands and stretched out his sword against the cities!
Who before him ever stood so firm? For he waged the
wars of the Lord. Was not the sun held back by his
hand? And did not one day become as long as two?
He called upon the Most High, the Mighty One, when
enemies pressed him on every side, and the great Lord
answered him with hailstones of mighty power. He
hurled down war upon that nation, and at the descent
of Beth-horon he destroyed those who resisted, so
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that the nations might know his armament, that he
was fighting in the sight of the Lord; for he wholly
followed the Mighty One. And in the days of Moses
he did a loyal deed, he and Ca'leb the son of
Jephun'neh: they withstood the congregation,
restrained the people from sin, and stilled their wicked
murmuring. And these two alone were preserved out
of six hundred thousand people on foot, to bring them
into their inheritance, into a land flowing with milk
and honey. And the Lord gave Ca'leb strength, which
remained with him to old age, so that he went up to
the hill country, and his children obtained it for an
inheritance; so that all the sons of Israel might see that
it 1s good to follow the Lord.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians
See with what large letters I am writing to you with my
own hand. It is those who want to make a good
showing in the flesh that would compel you to be
circumcised, and only in order that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who
recetve circumcision do not themselves keep the law,
but they desire to have you circumcised that they may
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glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the wortld.
For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy
be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of
God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on
my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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