
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, WEDNESDAY: MASS 
1 KINGS 18:25–40*; PSALM 16:5–11*; MATTHEW 5:17–19 
 
WE INCLUDE 1 KINGS 18:40 TO HEAR THE SLAUGHTER OF THE PROPHETS OF BAAL AFTER THE 

CONTEST WITH ELIJAH. 

YEAR 2, PROPER 5, WEDNESDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Ba'al   BAY-uhl 
Ki'shon    KIGH-shahn 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 
Eli'jah said to the prophets of Ba'al, “Choose for 
yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are 
many; and call on the name of your god, but put no 
fire to it.” And they took the bull which was given 
them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of 
Ba'al from morning until noon, saying, “O Ba'al, 
answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one 
answered. And they limped about the altar which they 
had made. And at noon Eli'jah mocked them, saying, 
“Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is musing, or he 
has gone aside, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is 
asleep and must be awakened.” And they cried aloud, 
and cut themselves after their custom with swords and 
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lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. And as 
midday passed, they raved on until the time of the 
offering of the oblation, but there was no voice; no 
one answered, no one heeded. Then Eli'jah said to all 
the people, “Come near to me”; and all the people 
came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the 
LORD that had been thrown down; Eli'jah took twelve 
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, 
saying, “Israel shall be your name”; and with the 
stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And 
he made a trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the 
wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour 
it on the burnt offering, and on the wood.” And he 
said, “Do it a second time”; and they did it a second 
time. And he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it 
a third time. And the water ran round about the altar, 
and filled the trench also with water. And at the time 
of the offering of the oblation, Eli'jah the prophet 
came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I 
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have done all these things at thy word. Answer me, O 
LORD, answer me, that this people may know that 
thou, O LORD, art God, and that thou hast turned 
their hearts back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell, and 
consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, he is God; 
the LORD, he is God. And Eli'jah said to them, “Seize 
the prophets of Ba'al; let not one of them escape.” 
And they seized them; and Eli'jah brought them down 
to the brook Ki'shon, and killed them there.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 16: 5–11 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 16, verses 5 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book on page 600. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 16 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
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5  O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
    it is you who uphold my lot. 
 
6  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
    indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
  
7  I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
    my heart teaches me, night after night. 
  
8  I have set the LORD always before me; * 
    because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
 
9  My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit  

rejoices; * 
    my body also shall rest in hope. 
  
10  For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
    nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
  
11  You will show me the path of life; * 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
   and in your right hand are pleasures for  

evermore. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The commandments of the Lord are  
      sure; * 
     they stand fast for ever and ever. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.  
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “Think 
not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfil 
them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches men so, 
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he 
who does them and teaches them shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


