
YEAR 2, PROPER 6, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD 
under Eli. And the word of  the LORD was rare in 
those days; there was no frequent vision. At that time 
Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his own place; the 
lamp of  God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down within the temple of  the LORD, where the 
ark of  God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” And Samuel 
arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD, and the word of  the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. And the LORD called Samuel again 
the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said 
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if  he calls you, you shall
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say, ‘Speak, LORD, for thy servant hears.’ ” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came 
and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant 
hears.” Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am 
about to do a thing in Israel, at which the two ears of  
every one that hears it will tingle. On that day I will 
fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. And I tell him that I am
about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 
God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear 
to the house of  Eli that the iniquity of  Eli’s house 
shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.” 
Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors 
of  the house of  the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to 
tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” And Eli 
said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it 
from me. May God do so to you and more also, if  you
hide anything from me of  all that he told you.” So 
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.
And he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems 
good to him.” And Samuel grew, and the LORD was 
with him and let none of  his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 
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Samuel was established as a prophet of  the LORD. 
And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD

revealed himself  to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of  
the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Circumcision indeed is of  value if  you obey the law; 
but if  you break the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. So, if  a man who is uncircumcised 
keeps the precepts of  the law, will not his 
uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Then 
those who are physically uncircumcised but keep the 
law will condemn you who have the written code and 
circumcision but break the law. For he is not a real Jew
who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision 
something external and physical. He is a Jew who is 
one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of  the 
heart, spiritual and not literal. His praise is not from 
men but from God. Then what advantage has the Jew?
Or what is the value of  circumcision? Much in every 
way. To begin with, the Jews are entrusted with the 
oracles of  God. What if  some were unfaithful? Does 
their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of  God? By 
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no means! Let God be true though every man be false,
as it is written, “That thou mayest be justified in thy 
words, and prevail when thou art judged.” But if  our 
wickedness serves to show the justice of  God, what 
shall we say? That God is unjust to inflict wrath on us?
(I speak in a human way.) By no means! For then how 
could God judge the world? But if  through my 
falsehood God’s truthfulness abounds to his glory, 
why am I still being condemned as a sinner? And why 
not do evil that good may come?—as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. Their 
condemnation is just.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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