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YEAR 2, PROPER 7, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ebene'zer   e-buh-NEE-zur 
Da'gon    DAY-gahn 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they 
carried it from Ebene'zer to Ashdod; then the 
Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the 
house of Da'gon and set it up beside Da'gon. And 
when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, 
behold, Da'gon had fallen face downward on the 
ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took 
Da'gon and put him back in his place. But when they 
rose early on the next morning, behold, Da'gon had 
fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of 
the LORD, and the head of Da'gon and both his hands 
were lying cut off upon the threshold; only the trunk 
of Da'gon was left to him. This is why the priests of 
Da'gon and all who enter the house of Da'gon do not 
tread on the threshold of Da'gon in Ashdod to this 
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day. The hand of the LORD was heavy upon the 
people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted them 
with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. And when 
the men of Ashdod saw how things were, they said, 
“The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with 
us; for his hand is heavy upon us and upon Da'gon 
our god.” So they sent and gathered together all the 
lords of the Philistines, and said, “What shall we do 
with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, 
“Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to 
Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of Israel 
there. But after they had brought it around, the hand 
of the LORD was against the city, causing a very great 
panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young 
and old, so that tumors broke out upon them. So they 
sent the ark of God to Ekron. But when the ark of 
God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, 
“They have brought around to us the ark of the God 
of Israel to slay us and our people.” They sent 
therefore and gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistines, and said, “Send away the ark of the God of 
Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not 
slay us and our people.” For there was a deathly panic 
throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very  
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heavy there; the men who did not die were stricken 
with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from law, although the law and the 
prophets bear witness to it, the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction; since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, they are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation 
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins; it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he 
justifies him who has faith in Jesus. Then what 
becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On the principle of works? No, but on the 
principle of faith. For we hold that a man is justified 
by faith apart from works of law. Or is God the God 
of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 
of Gentiles also, since God is one; and he will justify 
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the circumcised on the ground of their faith and the 
uncircumcised through their faith. Do we then 
overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the 
contrary, we uphold the law. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


