
YEAR 2, PROPER 7, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges 
over Israel. The name of  his first-born son was Jo'el, 
and the name of  his second, Abi'jah; they were judges 
in Beer-sheba. Yet his sons did not walk in his ways, 
but turned aside after gain; they took bribes and 
perverted justice. Then all the elders of  Israel gathered
together and came to Samuel at Ra'mah, and said to 
him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways; now appoint for us a king to govern us 
like all the nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” And 
Samuel prayed to the LORD. And the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Hearken to the voice of  the people in all that
they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. 
According to all the deeds which they have done to 
me, from the day I brought them up out of  Egypt 
even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, 
so they are also doing to you. Now then, hearken to 
their voice; only, you shall solemnly warn them, and 
show them the ways of  the king who shall reign over 
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them.” So Samuel told all the words of  the LORD to 
the people who were asking a king from him. He said, 
“These will be the ways of  the king who will reign 
over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to 
his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before
his chariots; and he will appoint for himself  
commanders of  thousands and commanders of  fifties,
and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, 
and to make his implements of  war and the equipment
of  his chariots. He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best 
of  your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and 
give them to his servants. He will take the tenth of  
your grain and of  your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and to his servants. He will take your 
menservants and maidservants, and the best of  your 
cattle and your asses, and put them to his work. He 
will take the tenth of  your flocks, and you shall be his 
slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of  
your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but 
the LORD will not answer you in that day.” But the 
people refused to listen to the voice of  Samuel; and 
they said, “No! but we will have a king over us, that we
also may be like all the nations, and that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 
And when Samuel had heard all the words of  the 
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people, he repeated them in the ears of  the LORD. 
And the LORD said to Samuel, “Hearken to their 
voice, and make them a king.” Samuel then said to the 
men of  Israel, “Go every man to his city.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through him we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of  sharing 
the glory of  God. More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 
While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a 
righteous man—though perhaps for a good man one 
will dare even to die. But God shows his love for us in 
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since,
therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of  
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God. For if  while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God by the death of  his Son, much more, now that 
we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not 
only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received our
reconciliation.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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