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YEAR 2, PROPER 7, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Abi'el    uh-BIGH-el 
Ze'ror    ZEE-rawr 
Becor'ath   buh-KOR-uhth 
Aphi'ah    uh-FIGH-uh 
E'phraim   EE-fray-im 
Shal'ishah   SHAL-i-shah 
Sha'alim    SHAY-uh-lim 
Zuph    ZUHF 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, 
the son of Abi'el, son of Ze'ror, son of Becor'ath, son 
of Aphi'ah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth; and he had 
a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. 
There was not a man among the people of Israel more 
handsome than he; from his shoulders upward he was 
taller than any of the people. Now the asses of Kish, 
Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son, 
“Take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and 
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look for the asses.” And they passed through the hill 
country of E'phraim and passed through the land of 
Shal'ishah, but they did not find them. And they 
passed through the land of Sha'alim, but they were not 
there. Then they passed through the land of Benjamin, 
but did not find them. When they came to the land of 
Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, 
“Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to care 
about the asses and become anxious about us.” But he 
said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in this 
city, and he is a man that is held in honor; all that he 
says comes true. Let us go there; perhaps he can tell us 
about the journey on which we have set out.” Then 
Saul said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we 
bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, and 
there is no present to bring to the man of God. What 
have we?” The servant answered Saul again, “Here, I 
have with me the fourth part of a shekel of silver, and 
I will give it to the man of God, to tell us our way.” 
(Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of 
God, he said, “Come, let us go to the seer”; for he 
who is now called a prophet was formerly called a 
seer.) And Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, 
let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of 
God was. As they went up the hill to the city, they met 
young maidens coming out to draw water, and said to 
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them, “Is the seer here?” They answered, “He is; 
behold, he is just ahead of you. Make haste; he has 
come just now to the city, because the people have a 
sacrifice today on the high place. As soon as you enter 
the city, you will find him, before he goes up to the 
high place to eat; for the people will not eat till he 
comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward 
those eat who are invited. Now go up, for you will 
meet him immediately.” So they went up to the city. 
As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel 
coming out toward them on his way up to the high 
place. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
Therefore as sin came into the world through one man 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 
because all men sinned—sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where 
there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one 
who was to come. But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, 
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much more have the grace of God and the free gift in 
the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 
many. And the free gift is not like the effect of that 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brings justification. If, 
because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. Then as 
one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one man’s act of righteousness leads to acquittal 
and life for all men. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous. Law came in, to increase 
the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


