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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed 
to Samuel: “Tomorrow about this time I will send to 
you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall 
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He 
shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines; 
for I have seen the affliction of my people, because 
their cry has come to me.” When Samuel saw Saul, the 
LORD told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to 
you! He it is who shall rule over my people.” Then 
Saul approached Samuel in the gate, and said, “Tell me 
where is the house of the seer?” Samuel answered 
Saul, “I am the seer; go up before me to the high 
place, for today you shall eat with me, and in the 
morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is on 
your mind. As for your asses that were lost three days 
ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been 
found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? 
Is it not for you and for all your father’s house?” Saul 
answered, “Am I not a Benjaminite, from the least of 
the tribes of Israel? And is not my family the humblest 
of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then 
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have you spoken to me in this way?” Then Samuel 
took Saul and his servant and brought them into the 
hall and gave them a place at the head of those who 
had been invited, who were about thirty persons. And 
Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave 
you, of which I said to you, ‘Put it aside.’ ” So the 
cook took up the leg and the upper portion and set 
them before Saul; and Samuel said, “See, what was 
kept is set before you. Eat; because it was kept for you 
until the hour appointed, that you might eat with the 
guests.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day. And when 
they came down from the high place into the city, a 
bed was spread for Saul upon the roof, and he lay 
down to sleep. Then at the break of dawn Samuel 
called to Saul upon the roof, “Up, that I may send you 
on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel 
went out into the street. As they were going down to 
the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the 
servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed 
on stop here yourself for a while, that I may make 
known to you the word of God.” Then Samuel took a 
vial of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him 
and said, “Has not the LORD anointed you to be 
prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over 
the people of the LORD and you will save them from 
the hand of their enemies round about. And this shall 
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be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you to 
be prince over his heritage.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that 
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who 
died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with him. For we know that 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
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lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


