YEAR 2, PROPER 8, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Miz'pah MIZ-puh
Ma'trites MAY -trights
Gib'e-ah GIB-ee-uh

The First 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at
Miz'pah; and he said to the people of Israel, “Thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel
out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the
Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms that
were oppressing you.” But you have this day rejected
your God, who saves you from all your calamities and
your distresses; and you have said, ‘No! but set a king
over us.” Now therefore present yourselves before the
LORD by your tribes and by your thousands.” Then
Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the
tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. He brought the
tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and the family
of the Ma'trites was taken by lot; finally he brought the
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family of the Ma'trites near man by man, and Saul the
son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought
him, he could not be found. So they inquired again of
the LORD, “Did the man come hither?”” and the LLORD
said, “Behold, he has hidden himself among the
baggage.” Then they ran and fetched him from there;
and when he stood among the people, he was taller
than any of the people from his shoulders upward.
And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him
whom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him
among all the people.” And all the people shouted,
“Long live the king!” Then Samuel told the people the
rights and duties of the kingship; and he wrote them 1n
a book and laid it up before the LORD. Then Samuel
sent all the people away, each one to his home. Saul
also went to his home at Gib'e-ah, and with him went
men of valor whose hearts God had touched. But
some worthless fellows said, “How can this man save
us?” And they despised him, and brought him no
present. But he held his peace.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Let not sin reign in your mortal bodies, to make you
obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin
as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to
God as men who have been brought from death to
life, and your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over
you, since you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under
law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know
that if you yield yourselves to any one as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God,
that you who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to
which you were committed, and, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am
speaking in human terms, because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once yielded your members
to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, SO now
yield your members to righteousness for sanctification.
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard
to righteousness. But then what return did you get
from the things of which you are now ashamed? The
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end of those things 1s death. But now that you have
been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the return you get is sanctification and its end,
eternal life. For the wages of sin 1s death, but the free
oift of God 1s eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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