
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

'The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Na'hash the Ammonite went up and besieged Ja'besh-
gil'ead; and all the men of  Ja'besh said to Na'hash, 
“Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you.” But 
Na’hash the Ammonite said to them, “On this 
condition I will make a treaty with you, that I gouge 
out all your right eyes, and thus put disgrace upon all 
Israel.” The elders of  Ja'besh said to him, “Give us 
seven days respite that we may send messengers 
through all the territory of  Israel. Then, if  there is no 
one to save us, we will give ourselves up to you.” 
When the messengers came to Gib'e-ah of  Saul, they 
reported the matter in the ears of  the people; and all 
the people wept aloud. Now Saul was coming from 
the field behind the oxen; and Saul said, “What ails the
people, that they are weeping?” So they told him the 
tidings of  the men of  Ja'besh. And the spirit of  God 
came mightily upon Saul when he heard these words, 
and his anger was greatly kindled. He took a yoke of  
oxen, and cut them in pieces and sent them 
throughout all the territory of  Israel by the hand of  
messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after
Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen!” Then
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the dread of  the LORD fell upon the people, and they 
came out as one man. When he mustered them at 
Be'zek, the men of  Israel were three hundred 
thousand, and the men of  Judah thirty thousand. And 
they said to the messengers who had come, “Thus 
shall you say to the men of  Ja'besh-gil'ead: ‘Tomorrow,
by the time the sun is hot, you shall have deliverance.’”
When the messengers came and told the men of  
Ja'besh, they were glad. Therefore the men of  Ja'besh 
said, “Tomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and 
you may do to us whatever seems good to you.” And 
on the morrow Saul put the people in three 
companies; and they came into the midst of  the camp 
in the morning watch, and cut down the Ammonites 
until the heat of  the day; and those who survived were
scattered, so that no two of  them were left together. 
Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said, 
‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may 
put them to death.” But Saul said, “Not a man shall be
put to death this day, for today the LORD has wrought 
deliverance in Israel.” Then Samuel said to the people, 
“Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the 
kingdom.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there 
they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There 
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they sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and 
there Saul and all the men of  Israel rejoiced greatly.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Do you not know, brethren—for I am speaking to 
those who know the law—that the law is binding on a 
person only during his life? Thus a married woman is 
bound by law to her husband as long as he lives; but if
her husband dies she is discharged from the law 
concerning the husband. Accordingly, she will be 
called an adulteress if  she lives with another man while
her husband is alive. But if  her husband dies she is 
free from that law, and if  she marries another man she
is not an adulteress. Likewise, my brethren, you have 
died to the law through the body of  Christ, so that you
may belong to another, to him who has been raised 
from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for God.
While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, 
aroused by the law, were at work in our members to 
bear fruit for death. But now we are discharged from 
the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we 
serve not under the old written code but in the new 
life of  the Spirit. What then shall we say? That the law 
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is sin? By no means! Yet, if  it had not been for the law,
I should not have known sin. I should not have known
what it is to covet if  the law had not said, “You shall 
not covet.” But sin, finding opportunity in the 
commandment, wrought in me all kinds of  
covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead. I was 
once alive apart from the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin revived and I died; the very 
commandment which promised life proved to be 
death to me. For sin, finding opportunity in the 
commandment, deceived me and by it killed me. So 
the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just 
and good.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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