
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have 
hearkened to your voice in all that you have said to me,
and have made a king over you. And now, behold, the 
king walks before you; and I am old and gray, and 
behold, my sons are with you; and I have walked 
before you from my youth until this day. Here I am; 
testify against me before the LORD and before his 
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose ass have I
taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I 
oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe 
to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me and I will 
restore it to you.” They said, “You have not defrauded 
us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man’s 
hand.” And he said to them, “The LORD is witness 
against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that 
you have not found anything in my hand.” And they 
said, “He is witness.” And Samuel said to the people, 
“The LORD is witness, who appointed Moses and 
Aaron and brought your fathers up out of  the land of  
Egypt. Now therefore stand still and see this great 
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thing, which the LORD will do before your eyes. Is it 
not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, 
that he may send thunder and rain; and you shall know
and see that your wickedness is great, which you have 
done in the sight of  the LORD, in asking for yourselves
a king.” So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the 
LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and all the 
people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. And all 
the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to 
the LORD your God, that we may not die; for we have 
added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a 
king.” And Samuel said to the people, “Fear not; you 
have done all this evil, yet do not turn aside from 
following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your 
heart; and do not turn aside after vain things which 
cannot profit or save, for they are vain. For the LORD 
will not cast away his people, for his great name’s sake,
because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people 
for himself. Moreover as for me, far be it from me that
I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for 
you; and I will instruct you in the good and the right 
way. Only fear the LORD, and serve him faithfully with
all your heart; for consider what great things he has 
done for you. But if  you still do 
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wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your 
king.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans
Did that which is good bring death to me? By no 
means! It was sin, working death in me through what 
is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, 
and through the commandment might become sinful 
beyond measure. We know that the law is spiritual; but
I am carnal, sold under sin. I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate. Now if  I do what I do not want, I 
agree that the law is good. So then it is no longer I that
do it, but sin which dwells within me. For I know that 
nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I 
can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not 
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I do. Now if  I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin which dwells within me. So I find it 
to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close 
at hand. For I delight in the law of  God, in my inmost 
self, but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of  my mind and making me captive to the law 
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of  sin which dwells in my members. Wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of  
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! So then, I of  myself  serve the law of  God with 
my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of  sin.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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