
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
Ba'laam said to Ba'lak, “Did I not tell your messengers 
whom you sent to me, ‘If  Ba'lak should give me his 
house full of  silver and gold, I would not be able to go
beyond the word of  the LORD, to do either good or 
bad of  my own will; what the LORD speaks, that will I 
speak’? And now, behold, I am going to my people; 
come, I will let you know what this people will do to 
your people in the latter days.” And he took up his 
discourse, and said, “The oracle of  Ba'laam the son of
Be'or, the oracle of  the man whose eye is opened, the 
oracle of  him who hears the words of  God, and 
knows the knowledge of  the Most High, who sees the 
vision of  the Almighty, falling down, but having his 
eyes uncovered: I see him, but not now; I behold him, 
but not nigh: a star shall come forth out of  Jacob, and 
a scepter shall rise out of  Israel; it shall crush the 
forehead of  Moab, and break down all the sons of  
Sheth. Edom shall be dispossessed, Se'ir also, his 
enemies, shall be dispossessed, while Israel does 
valiantly. By Jacob shall dominion be exercised, and 
the survivors of  cities be destroyed!” Then he looked 
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on Am'alek, and took up his discourse, and said, 
“Am'alek was the first of  the nations, but in the end he
shall come to destruction.” And he looked on the 
Ke'nite, and took up his discourse, and said, 
“Enduring is your dwelling place, and your nest is set 
in the rock; nevertheless Kain shall be wasted. How 
long shall Asshur take you away captive?” And he took
up his discourse, and said, “Alas, who shall live when 
God does this? But ships shall come from Kit'tim and 
shall afflict Asshur and E'ber; and he also shall come 
to destruction.” Then Ba'laam rose, and went back to 
his place; and Ba'lak also went his way.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
The same day Sad'ducees, who say that there is no 
resurrection, came to Jesus; and they asked him a 
question, saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If  a man dies, 
having no children, his brother must marry the widow,
and raise up children for his brother.’ Now there were 
seven brothers among us; the first married, and died, 
and having no children left his wife to his brother. So 
too the second and third, down to the seventh. After 
them all, the woman died. In the resurrection, 
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therefore, to which of  the seven will she be wife? For 
they all had her.” But Jesus answered them, “You are 
wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor 
the power of  God. For in the resurrection they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven. And as for the resurrection of  the dead, have 
you not read what was said to you by God, ‘I am the 
God of  Abraham, and the God of  Isaac, and the God 
of  Jacob’? He is not God of  the dead, but of  the 
living.” And when the crowd heard it, they were 
astonished at his teaching. But when the Pharisees 
heard that he had silenced the Sad'ducees, they came 
together. And one of  them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question, to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it, 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments depend all the law and the prophets.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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