YEAR 2, PROPER 8, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Gib'e-ah GIB-ee-uh
Ahi'jah uh-HIGH-juh
E'phraim EE-free-uhm
Beth-a'ven beth-HAY-vuhn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

And the watchmen of Saul in Gib'e-ah of Benjamin
looked; and behold, the multitude was surging hither
and thither. Then Saul said to the people who were
with him, “Number and see who has gone from us.”
And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and
his armor-bearer were not there. And Saul said to
Ahi'jah, “Bring hither the ark of God.” For the ark of
God went at that time with the people of Israel. And
while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the
camp of the Philistines increased more and more; and
Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” Then
Saul and all the people who were with him rallied and
went into the battle; and behold, every man’s sword
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was against his fellow, and there was very great
confusion. Now the Hebrews who had been with the
Philistines before that time and who had gone up with
them into the camp, even they also turned to be with
the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.
Likewise, when all the men of Istael who had hid
themselves in the hill country of E'phraim heard that
the Philistines were fleeing, they too followed hard
after them in the battle. So the LORD delivered Israel
that day; and the battle passed beyond Beth-a'ven.
And the men of Israel were distressed that day; for
Saul laid an oath on the people, saying, “Cursed be the
man who eats food until it is evening and I am
avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people tasted
food. And all the people came into the forest; and
there was honey on the ground. And when the people
entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping,
but no man put his hand to his mouth; for the people
feared the oath. But Jonathan had not heard his father
charge the people with the oath; so he put forth the tip
of the staff that was in his hand, and dipped it in the
honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his
eyes became bright. Then one of the people said,
“Your father strictly charged the people with an oath,
saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food this day.”
And the people were faint. Then Jonathan said, “My
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father has troubled the land; see how my eyes have
become bright, because I tasted a little of this honey.
How much better if the people had eaten freely today
of the spoil of their enemies which they found; for
now the slaughter among the Philistines has not been
great.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will
but by the will of him who subjected it in hope;
because the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the
children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in travail together until now; and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that 1s seen 1s not

YEAR 2, PROPER 8, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER
1 SAMUEL 14:16—-30; ROMANS 8:18-25



hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for 1t with patience.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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