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WE INCLUDE AMOS 8:7–8, 13–14, TO HEAR ALL OF GOD’S INDICTMENT OF ISRAEL. 

YEAR 2, PROPER 8, FRIDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
e'phah    EE-fah 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Amos 
Hear this, you who trample upon the needy, and bring 
the poor of the land to an end, saying, “When will the 
new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the 
sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may 
make the e'phah small and the shekel great, and deal 
deceitfully with false balances, that we may buy the 
poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and 
sell the refuse of the wheat?” The LORD has sworn by 
the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds. Shall not the land tremble on this account, 
and every one mourn who dwells in it, and all of it rise 
like the Nile, and be tossed about and sink again, like 
the Nile of Egypt?” “And on that day,” says the Lord 
GOD, “I will make the sun go down at noon, and 
darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your 
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feasts into mourning, and all your songs into 
lamentation; I will bring sackcloth upon all loins, and 
baldness on every head; I will make it like the 
mourning for an only son, and the end of it like a 
bitter day. Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord 
GOD, “when I will send a famine on the land; not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing 
the words of the LORD. They shall wander from sea to 
sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, 
to seek the word of the LORD, but they shall not find 
it. In that day the fair virgins and the young men 
shall faint for thirst. Those who swear by Ash'imah of 
Sama'ria, and say, ‘As thy god lives, O Dan,’ and, ‘As 
the way of Beer-sheba lives,’ they shall fall, and never 
rise again.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 119:1–8 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 119, verses 1 through 
8, found in the red Prayer Book on page 763. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1  Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
    who walk in the law of the LORD! 
  
2  Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
    and seek him with all their hearts! 
  
3  Who never do any wrong, * 
    but always walk in his ways. 
 
4  You laid down your commandments, * 
    that we should fully keep them. 
  
5  Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 

  that I might keep your statutes! 
  
6  Then I should not be put to shame, * 
    when I regard all your commandments. 
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7  I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 
  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

  
8  I will keep your statutes; * 
    do not utterly forsake me. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
     and a light upon my path. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called 
Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as 
he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus 
and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, 
he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what 
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


