
YEAR 2, PROPER 9, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
The LORD said to Moses in the plains of  Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho, “Command the people of  Israel, 
that they give to the Levites, from the inheritance of  
their possession, cities to dwell in; and you shall give to
the Levites pasture lands round about the cities. The 
cities shall be theirs to dwell in, and their pasture lands
shall be for their cattle and for their livestock and for 
all their beasts.” And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to 
the people of  Israel, When you cross the Jordan into 
the land of  Canaan, then you shall select cities to be 
cities of  refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills 
any person without intent may flee there. The cities 
shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, that the 
manslayer may not die until he stands before the 
congregation for judgment. And the cities which you 
give shall be your six cities of  refuge. You shall give 
three cities beyond the Jordan, and three cities in the 
land of  Canaan, to be cities of  refuge. These six cities 
shall be for refuge for the people of  Israel, and for the
stranger and for the sojourner among them, that any 
one who kills any person without intent may flee there.
YEAR 2, PROPER 9, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

NUMBERS 35:1–3, 9–15, 30–34; MATTHEW 23:13–26



If  any one kills a person, the murderer shall be put to 
death on the evidence of  witnesses; but no person 
shall be put to death on the testimony of  one witness. 
Moreover you shall accept no ransom for the life of  a 
murderer, who is guilty of  death; but he shall be put to
death. And you shall accept no ransom for him who 
has fled to his city of  refuge, that he may return to 
dwell in the land before the death of  the high priest. 
You shall not thus pollute the land in which you live; 
for blood pollutes the land, and no expiation can be 
made for the land, for the blood that is shed in it, 
except by the blood of  him who shed it. You shall not 
defile the land in which you live, in the midst of  which
I dwell; for I the LORD dwell in the midst of  the 
people of  Israel.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the crowds and his disciples, “But woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you 
shut the kingdom of  heaven against men; for you 
neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would 
enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to make a 
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single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you
make him twice as much a child of  hell as yourselves. 
Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If  any one swears 
by the temple, it is nothing; but if  any one swears by 
the gold of  the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You 
blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the 
temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If
any one swears by the altar, it is nothing; but if  any 
one swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound 
by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, the 
gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So he who 
swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on 
it; and he who swears by the temple, swears by it and 
by him who dwells in it; and he who swears by heaven,
swears by the throne of  God and by him who sits 
upon it. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have 
neglected the weightier matters of  the law, justice and 
mercy and faith; these you ought to have done, 
without neglecting the others. You blind guides, 
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse 
the outside of  the cup and of  the plate, but inside they
are full of  extortion and rapacity. You blind 
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Pharisee! first cleanse the inside of  the cup and of  the 
plate, that the outside also may be clean.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, PROPER 9, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

NUMBERS 35:1–3, 9–15, 30–34; MATTHEW 23:13–26


	A Reading from Numbers
	The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

