
YEAR 2, PROPER 9, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel 
beyond the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah 
over against Suph, between Pa'ran and To'phel, La'ban,
Haze'roth, and Di'zahab. It is eleven days’ journey 
from Horeb by the way of  Mount Se'ir to Ka'desh-
bar'nea. And in the fortieth year, on the first day of  
the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the people of  
Israel according to all that the LORD had given him in 
commandment to them, after he had defeated Sihon 
the king of  the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and 
Og the king of  Ba'shan, who lived in Ash'taroth and in
Ed're-i. Beyond the Jordan, in the land of  Moab, 
Moses undertook to explain this law, saying, “The 
LORD our God said to us in Horeb, ‘You have stayed 
long enough at this mountain; turn and take your 
journey, and go to the hill country of  the Amorites, 
and to all their neighbors in the Arabah, in the hill 
country and in the lowland, and in the Negeb, and by 
the seacoast, the land of  the Canaanites, and Lebanon,
as far as the great river, the river Euphra'tes. Behold, I 
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have set the land before you; go in and take possession
of  the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and 
to their descendants after them.’ At that time I said to 
you, ‘I am not able alone to bear you; the LORD your 
God has multiplied you, and behold, you are this day 
as the stars of  heaven for multitude. May the LORD, 
the God of  your fathers, make you a thousand times 
as many as you are, and bless you, as he has promised 
you! How can I bear alone the weight and burden of  
you and your strife? Choose wise, understanding, and 
experienced men, according to your tribes, and I will 
appoint them as your heads.’ And you answered me, 
‘The thing that you have spoken is good for us to do.’ 
So I took the heads of  your tribes, wise and 
experienced men, and set them as heads over you, 
commanders of  thousands, commanders of  hundreds,
commanders of  fifties, commanders of  tens, and 
officers, throughout your tribes. And I charged your 
judges at that time, ‘Hear the cases between your 
brethren, and judge righteously between a man and his
brother or the alien that is with him. You shall not be 
partial in judgment; you shall hear the small and the 
great alike; you shall not be afraid of  the face of  man, 
for the judgment is God’s; and the case that is too 
hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’ 
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And I commanded you at that time all the things that 
you should do.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful,
but within they are full of  dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to
men, but within you are full of  hypocrisy and iniquity. 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you 
build the tombs of  the prophets and adorn the 
monuments of  the righteous, saying, ‘If  we had lived 
in the days of  our fathers, we would not have taken 
part with them in shedding the blood of  the prophets.’
Thus you witness against yourselves, that you are sons 
of  those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the
measure of  your fathers. You serpents, you brood of  
vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 
Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and 
scribes, some of  whom you will kill and crucify, and 
some you will scourge in your synagogues and 
persecute from town to town, that upon you may 
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come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the 
blood of  innocent Abel to the blood of  Zechari'ah the
son of  Barachi'ah, whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all this will 
come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to 
you! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not! Behold, your house is forsaken 
and desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, 
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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