YEAR 2, PROPER 9, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel
beyond the Jordan in the wilderness: “And I
commanded you at that time, saying, “The LORD your
God has given you this land to possess; all your men
ot valor shall pass over armed before your brethren
the people of Israel. But your wives, your little ones,
and your cattle (I know that you have many cattle)
shall remain in the cities which I have given you, until
the LORD gives rest to your brethren, as to you, and
they also occupy the land which the LORD your God
gives them beyond the Jordan; then you shall return
every man to his possession which I have given you.’
And I commanded Joshua at that time, “Your eyes
have seen all that the LORD your God has done to
these two kings; so will the LORD do to all the
kinedoms into which you are going over. You shall not
fear them; for it is the LORD your God who fights for
you.” And I besought the LORD at that time, saying, ‘O
Lord GOD, thou hast only begun to show thy servant
thy greatness and thy mighty hand; for what god 1s

there in heaven or on earth who can do such works
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and mighty acts as thine? Let me go over, I pray, and
see the good land beyond the Jordan, that goodly hill
country, and Lebanon.” But the LORD was angry with
me on your account, and would not hearken to me;
and the LORD said to me, ‘Let it suffice you; speak no
more to me of this matter. Go up to the top of
Pisgah, and lift up your eyes westward and northward
and southward and eastward, and behold it with your
eyes; for you shall not go over this Jordan. But charge
Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him; for he shall
go over at the head of this people, and he shall put
them 1n possession of the land which you shall see.” ”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus lett the temple and was going away, when his
disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the
temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do
you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here
one stone upon another, that will not be thrown
down.” As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when
will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming
and of the close of the age?” And Jesus answered
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them, “Take heed that no one leads you astray. For
many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,
and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of
wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not
alarmed; for this must take place, but the end 1s not
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and there will be famines and
earthquakes in various places: all this is but the
beginning of the birth-pangs. Then they will deliver
you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you
will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And
then many will fall away, and betray one another, and
hate one another. And many false prophets will arise
and lead many astray. And because wickedness is
multiplied, most men’s love will grow cold. But he who
endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of
the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole
world, as a testimony to all nations; and then the end
will come.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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