YEAR 2, PROPER 9, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

¢'phah EE-fuh
E'lah EE-luh
Eli'ab i-LIGH-uhb

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

And Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your
brothers an e'phah of this parched grain, and these ten
loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to your
brothers; also take these ten cheeses to the
commander of their thousand. See how your brothers
fare, and bring some token from them.” Now Saul,
and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley
of E'lah, fighting with the Philistines. And David rose
early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper,
and took the provisions, and went, as Jesse had
commanded him; and he came to the encampment as
the host was going forth to the battle line, shouting
the war cry. And Israel and the Philistines drew up for
battle, army against army. And David left the things in
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charge of the keeper of the baggage, and ran to the
ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. As he talked
with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine of
Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of
the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before.
And David heard him. All the men of Israel, when
they saw the man, fled from him, and were much
afraid. And the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this
man who has come up? Surely he has come up to dety
Israel; and the man who kills him, the king will enrich
with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and
make his father’s house free in Israel.” And David said
to the men who stood by him, “What shall be done
for the man who kills this Philistine, and takes away
the reproach from Israel? For who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the
armies of the living God?” And the people answered
him in the same way, “So shall it be done to the man
who kills him.” Now Eli'ab his eldest brother heard
when he spoke to the men; and Eli'ab’s anger was
kindled against David, and he said, “Why have you
come down? And with whom have you left those few
sheep in the wilderness? I know your presumption,
and the evil of your heart; for you have come down to

see the battle.” And David said, “What have I done
now? Was it not but a word?” And he turned away
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from him toward another, and spoke in the same way;

and the people answered him again as before.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
them 1s that they may be saved. I bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but 1t is not enlightened.
For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes
from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ 1s the
end of the law, that every one who has faith may be
justified. Moses writes that the man who practices the
righteousness which 1s based on the law shall live by it.
But the righteousness based on faith says, Do not say
in your heart, “Who will ascend into heavenr” (that is,
to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the
abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does 1t say? The word is near you, on your lips
and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which we
preach); because, if you confess with your lips that
Jesus 1s Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For man
believes with his heart and so 1s justified, and he
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confesses with his lips and so is saved. The scripture
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his
riches upon all who call upon him. For, “every one
who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.
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