YEAR 2, PROPER 9, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel

When the words which David spoke were heard, they
repeated them before Saul; and he sent for him. And
David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of
him; your servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “You are not able
to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you
are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from
his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used
to keep sheep for his father; and when there came a
lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went
after him and smote him and delivered it out of his
mouth; and if he arose against me, I caught him by his
beard, and smote him and killed him. Your servant has
killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be like one of them, seeing he has
defied the armies of the living God.” And David said,
“The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the
lion and from the paw of the bear, will deliver me
from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to
David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” Then Saul
clothed David with his armor; he put a helmet of
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bronze on his head, and clothed him with a coat of
mail. And David girded his sword over his armor, and
he tried in vain to go, for he was not used to them.
Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these; for I
am not used to them.” And David put them off. Then
he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth
stones from the brook, and put them in his shepherd’s
bag or wallet; his sling was in his hand, and he drew
near to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on and
drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of
him. And when the Philistine looked, and saw David,
he disdained him; for he was but a youth, ruddy and
comely 1n appearance. And the Philistine said to
David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will
give your tlesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts
of the field.” Then David said to the Philistine, “You
come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a
javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have
defied. This day the LORD will deliver you into my
hand, and I will strike you down, and cut off your
head; and I will give the dead bodies of the host of the
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the
wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know
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that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly
may know that the LORD saves not with sword and
spear; for the battle 1s the LORD’S and he will give you
into our hand.” When the Philistine arose and came
and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. And
David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone,
and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead;
the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his
face to the ground.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
But how are men to call upon him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without a preacher? And how can men preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach good news!” But they
have not all obeyed the gospel; for Isaiah says, “Lord,
who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith
comes from what 1s heard, and what 1s heard comes by
the preaching of Christ. But I ask, have they not
heard? Indeed they have; for “Their voice has gone
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out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the
world.” Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First
Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are
not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you
angry.” Then Isaiah 1s so bold as to say, “I have been
found by those who did not seek me; I have shown
myself to those who did not ask for me.” But of Israel
he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a
disobedient and contrary people.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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