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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Hosea
Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have 
stumbled because of  your iniquity. Take with you 
words and return to the LORD; say to him, “Take away
all iniquity; accept that which is good and we will 
render the fruit of  our lips. Assyria shall not save us, 
we will not ride upon horses; and we will say no more, 
‘Our God,’ to the work of  our hands. In thee the 
orphan finds mercy.” I will heal their faithlessness; I 
will love them freely, for my anger has turned from 
them. I will be as the dew to Israel; he shall blossom as
the lily, he shall strike root as the poplar; his shoots 
shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and 
his fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell
beneath my shadow, they shall flourish as a garden; 
they shall blossom as the vine, their fragrance shall be 
like the wine of  Lebanon. O E'phraim, what have I to 
do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I 
am like an evergreen cypress, from me comes your 
fruit. Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever is discerning, let him know them; for the 
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ways of  the LORD are right, and the upright walk in 
them, but transgressors stumble in them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 51:1–8
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 51, verses 1 through 8,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 656.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
loving-kindness; *

   in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
 
2 Wash me through and through from my 

wickedness *
   and cleanse me from my sin.
 
3 For I know my transgressions, *
   and my sin is ever before me.
 
4 Against you only have I sinned *
   and done what is evil in your sight.
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5 And so you are justified when you speak *
   and upright in your judgment.
 
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
   a sinner from my mother’s womb.
 
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
   and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
 
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
   wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Lord is faithful in all his words *

  and merciful in all his deeds.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to the twelve, “Behold, I send you out as 
sheep in the midst of  wolves; so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. Beware of  men; for they will 
deliver you up to councils, and flog you in their 
synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear testimony before them 
and the Gentiles. When they deliver you up, do not be 
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say; 
for what you are to say will be given to you in that 
hour; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of  
your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver 
up brother to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death; and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 
But he who endures to the end will be saved. When 
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for 
truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all 
the towns of  Israel, before the Son of  man comes.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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