
YEAR 2, PROPER 10, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
Ra'hab let the two men whom Joshua the son of  Nun 
had sent secretly from Shit'tim as spies down by a rope
through the window, for her house was built into the 
city wall, so that she dwelt in the wall. And she said to 
them, “Go into the hills, lest the pursuers meet you; 
and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers
have returned; then afterward you may go your way.” 
The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with respect 
to this oath of  yours which you have made us swear. 
Behold, when we come into the land, you shall bind 
this scarlet cord in the window through which you let 
us down; and you shall gather into your house your 
father and mother, your brothers, and all your father’s 
household. If  any one goes out of  the doors of  your 
house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head,
and we shall be guiltless; but if  a hand is laid upon any
one who is with you in the house, his blood shall be 
on our head. But if  you tell this business of  ours, then 
we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath which 
you have made us swear.” And she said, “According to 
your words, so be it.” Then she sent them away, and 
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they departed; and she bound the scarlet cord in the 
window. They departed, and went into the hills, and 
remained there three days, until the pursuers returned; 
for the pursuers had made search all along the way and
found nothing. Then the two men came down again 
from the hills, and passed over and came to Joshua the
son of  Nun; and they told him all that had befallen 
them. And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has 
given all the land into our hands; and moreover all the 
inhabitants of  the land are fainthearted because of  
us.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the disciples, “For it will be as when a 
man going on a journey called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property; to one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who 
had received the five talents went at once and traded 
with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he 
who had the two talents made two talents more. But 
he who had received the one talent went and dug in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a 
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long time the master of  those servants came and 
settled accounts with them. And he who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; 
here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 
been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; 
enter into the joy of  your master.’ And he also who 
had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two 
talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a 
little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of  
your master.’ He also who had received the one talent 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what 
is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I 
have not sowed, and gather where I have not 
winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and at my coming I should 
have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten
talents. For to every one who has will more be given, 
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and he will have abundance; but from him who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the 
worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men 
will weep and gnash their teeth.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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