
 

YEAR 2, PROPER 11, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
1 SAMUEL 23:1–18*; ACTS 22:30–23:11 
 
WE INCLUDE THE INTRODUCTION TO DAVID’S RELIEF OF KEI'LAH, 1 SAMUEL 23:1–6, BUT 

CONTINUE TO OMIT 1 SAMUEL 23:19–29 BECAUSE OF THE LENGTH OF THE CHAPTER AND THE 

STRUCTURE OF THE LECTIONARY. 

YEAR 2, PROPER 11, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Kei'lah    ke-IGH-lah 
Abi'athar   uh-BIGH-uh-thar 
Ahim'elech   uh-HIM-uh-lek 
e'phod    EE-fahd 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are 
fighting against Kei'lah, and are robbing the threshing 
floors.” Therefore David inquired of the LORD, “Shall 
I go and attack these Philistines?” And the LORD said 
to David, “Go and attack the Philistines and save 
Kei'lah.” But David’s men said to him, “Behold, we 
are afraid here in Judah; how much more then if we go 
to Kei'lah against the armies of the Philistines?” Then 
David inquired of the LORD again. And the LORD 
answered him, “Arise, go down to Kei'lah; for I will 
give the Philistines into your hand.” And David and 



 

YEAR 2, PROPER 11, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
1 SAMUEL 23:1–18*; ACTS 22:30–23:11 
 
WE INCLUDE THE INTRODUCTION TO DAVID’S RELIEF OF KEI'LAH, 1 SAMUEL 23:1–6, BUT 

CONTINUE TO OMIT 1 SAMUEL 23:19–29 BECAUSE OF THE LENGTH OF THE CHAPTER AND THE 

STRUCTURE OF THE LECTIONARY. 

his men went to Kei'lah, and fought with the 
Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and made a 
great slaughter among them. So David delivered the 
inhabitants of Kei'lah. When Abi'athar the son of 
Ahim'elech fled to David to Kei'lah, he came down 
with an e'phod in his hand. Now it was told Saul that 
David had come to Kei'lah. And Saul said, “God has 
given him into my hand; for he has shut himself in by 
entering a town that has gates and bars.” And Saul 
summoned all the people to war, to go down to 
Kei'lah, to besiege David and his men. David knew 
that Saul was plotting evil against him; and he said to 
Abi'athar the priest, “Bring the e'phod here.” Then 
said David, “O LORD, the God of Israel, thy servant 
has surely heard that Saul seeks to come to Kei'lah, to 
destroy the city on my account. Will the men of 
Kei'lah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come 
down, as thy servant has heard? O LORD, the God of 
Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant.” And the LORD 
said, “He will come down.” Then said David, “Will 
the men of Kei'lah surrender me and my men into the 
hand of Saul?” And the LORD said, “They will 
surrender you.” Then David and his men, who were 
about six hundred, arose and departed from Kei'lah, 
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and they went wherever they could go. When Saul was 
told that David had escaped from Kei'lah, he gave up 
the expedition. And David remained in the 
strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country of the 
Wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, 
but God did not give him into his hand. And David 
was afraid because Saul had come out to seek his life. 
David was in the Wilderness of Ziph at Hor'esh. And 
Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose, and went to David at 
Hor'esh, and strengthened his hand in God. And he 
said to him, “Fear not; for the hand of Saul my father 
shall not find you; you shall be king over Israel, and I 
shall be next to you; Saul my father also knows this.” 
And the two of them made a covenant before the 
LORD; David remained at Hor'esh, and Jonathan went 
home. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Second Lesson.  
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For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Anani'as   an-nuh-NIGH-uhs 
Sad'ducees   SAD-ju-sees 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
But on the morrow, desiring to know the real reason 
why the Jews accused Paul, the tribune unbound him, 
and commanded the chief priests and all the council to 
meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before 
them. And Paul, looking intently at the council, said, 
“Brethren, I have lived before God in all good 
conscience up to this day.” And the high priest 
Anani'as commanded those who stood by him to 
strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God 
shall strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting 
to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to 
the law you order me to be struck?” Those who stood 
by said, “Would you revile God’s high priest?” And 
Paul said, “I did not know, brethren, that he was the 
high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil 
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of a ruler of your people.’ ” But when Paul perceived 
that one part were Sad'ducees and the other Pharisees, 
he cried out in the council, “Brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
a son of Pharisees; with respect to the hope and the 
resurrection of the dead I am on trial.” And when he 
had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees 
and the Sad'ducees; and the assembly was divided. For 
the Sad'ducees say that there is no resurrection, nor 
angel, nor spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them 
all. Then a great clamor arose; and some of the scribes 
of the Pharisees’ party stood up and contended, “We 
find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an 
angel spoke to him?” And when the dissension 
became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be 
torn in pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go 
down and take him by force from among them and 
bring him into the barracks. The following night the 
Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified about me at Jerusalem, so you must bear 
witness also at Rome.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


