
YEAR 2, PROPER 11, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

E'bal EE-ball
Ger'izim GER-i-zim (hard “G”)

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
Then Joshua built an altar in Mount E'bal to the 
LORD, the God of  Israel, as Moses the servant of  the 
LORD had commanded the people of  Israel, as it is 
written in the book of  the law of  Moses, “an altar of  
unhewn stones, upon which no man has lifted an iron 
tool”; and they offered on it burnt offerings to the 
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. And there, in the
presence of  the people of  Israel, he wrote upon the 
stones a copy of  the law of  Moses, which he had 
written. And all Israel, sojourner as well as homeborn, 
with their elders and officers and their judges, stood 
on opposite sides of  the ark before the Levitical 
priests who carried the ark of  the covenant of  the 
LORD, half  of  them in front of  Mount Ger'izim and 
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half  of  them in front of  Mount E'bal, as Moses the 
servant of  the LORD had commanded at the first, that 
they should bless the people of  Israel. And afterward 
he read all the words of  the law, the blessing and the 
curse, according to all that is written in the book of  
the law. There was not a word of  all that Moses 
commanded which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of  Israel, and the women, and the little ones, 
and the sojourners who lived among them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Cai'aphas 
the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. But Peter followed him at a distance, as far 
as the courtyard of  the high priest, and going inside he
sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief  
priests and the whole council sought false testimony 
against Jesus that they might put him to death, but 
they found none, though many false witnesses came 
forward. At last two came forward and said, “This 
fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of  God, 
and to build it in three days.’ ” And the high priest 
stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? 
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What is it that these men testify against you?” But 
Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, “I 
adjure you by the living God, tell us if  you are the 
Christ, the Son of  God.” Jesus said to him, “You have 
said so. But I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of
man seated at the right hand of  Power, and coming on
the clouds of  heaven.” Then the high priest tore his 
robes, and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. Why do 
we still need witnesses? You have now heard his 
blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, 
“He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face, and 
struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy 
to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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