
YEAR 2, PROPER 11, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abin'adab un-BIN-uh-dab
Mal'chishu'a mal-ki-SHUU-uh
Ja'besh-gil'ead JAY-besh-GIL-ee-ad

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men 
of  Israel fled before the Philistines, and fell slain on 
Mount Gilbo'a. And the Philistines overtook Saul and 
his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and Mal'chishu'a, the sons of  Saul. The 
battle pressed hard upon Saul, and the archers found 
him; and he was badly wounded by the archers. Then 
Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and 
thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and make sport of  me.” 
But his armor-bearer would not; for he feared greatly.  
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and fell upon it. 
And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he
also fell upon his sword, and died with him. Thus Saul 
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died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all 
his men, on the same day together. And when the men
of  Israel who were on the other side of  the valley and 
those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of  Israel 
had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they 
forsook their cities and fled; and the Philistines came 
and dwelt in them. On the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and 
his three sons fallen on Mount Gilbo'a. And they cut 
off  his head, and stripped off  his armor, and sent 
messengers throughout the land of  the Philistines, to 
carry the good news to their idols and to the people. 
They put his armor in the temple of  Ash'taroth; and 
they fastened his body to the wall of  Beth-shan. But 
when the inhabitants of  Ja'besh-gil'ead heard what the 
Philistines had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, 
and went all night, and took the body of  Saul and the 
bodies of  his sons from the wall of  Beth-shan; and 
they came to Ja'besh and burnt them there. And they 
took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk 
tree in Ja'besh, and fasted seven days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
I myself  am satisfied about you, my brethren, that you 
yourselves are full of  goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, and able to instruct one another. But on 
some points I have written to you very boldly by way 
of  reminder, because of  the grace given me by God to
be a minister of  Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the 
priestly service of  the gospel of  God, so that the 
offering of  the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason 
to be proud of  my work for God. For I will not 
venture to speak of  anything except what Christ has 
wrought through me to win obedience from the 
Gentiles, by word and deed, by the power of  signs and
wonders, by the power of  the Holy Spirit, so that from
Jerusalem and as far round as Illyr'icum I have fully 
preached the gospel of  Christ, thus making it my 
ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has 
already been named, lest I build on another man’s 
foundation, but as it is written, “They shall see who 
have never been told of  him, and they shall 
understand who have never heard of  him.” This is the 
reason why I have so often been hindered from 
coming to you. But now, since I no longer have any 
room for work in these regions, and since I have 
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longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see 
you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be sped on my 
journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your 
company for a little.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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