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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah 
Return, O faithless children, says the LORD; for I am 
your master; I will take you, one from a city and two 
from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. And I will 
give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed 
you with knowledge and understanding. And when 
you have multiplied and increased in the land, in those 
days, says the LORD, they shall no more say, “The ark 
of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to 
mind, or be remembered, or missed; it shall not be 
made again. At that time Jerusalem shall be called the 
throne of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, 
to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they 
shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart. 
In those days the house of Judah shall join the house 
of Israel, and together they shall come from the land 
of the north to the land that I gave your fathers for a 
heritage. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
Please turn the page to lead the appointed psalm. 
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Psalm 121 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 121, found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 779. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1  I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
    from where is my help to come? 
  
2  My help comes from the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
3  He will not let your foot be moved * 

  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
  
4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
    shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
  
5  The LORD himself watches over you; * 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
  
6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
    nor the moon by night. 
  
7  The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
    it is he who shall keep you safe. 
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8  The LORD shall watch over your going out and  
your coming in, * 

    from this time forth for evermore. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
     praise your God, O Zion. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Hear then the parable of 
the sower. When any one hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
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comes and snatches away what is sown in his heart; 
this is what was sown along the path. As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is he who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is he who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the delight in riches 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what 
was sown on good soil, this is he who hears the word 
and understands it; he indeed bears fruit, and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord.  


