
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Jerubba'al jer-uh-BAY-uhl
Ha'rod HAY-rod
Pu'rah PYUU-ruh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Then Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) and all the people 
who were with him rose early and encamped beside 
the spring of  Ha'rod; and the camp of  Mid'ian was 
north of  them, by the hill of  Moreh, in the valley. The 
LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too 
many for me to give the Mid'ianites into their hand, 
lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, ‘My 
own hand has delivered me.’ Now therefore proclaim 
in the ears of  the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful 
and trembling, let him return home.’ ” And Gideon 
tested them; twenty-two thousand returned, and ten 
thousand remained. And the LORD said to Gideon, 
“The people are still too many; take them down to the 
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water and I will test them for you there; and he of  
whom I say to you, ‘This man shall go with you,’ shall 
go with you; and any of  whom I say to you, ‘This man
shall not go with you,’ shall not go.” So he brought the
people down to the water; and the LORD said to 
Gideon, “Every one that laps the water with his 
tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself; likewise 
every one that kneels down to drink.” And the number
of  those that lapped, putting their hands to their 
mouths, was three hundred men; but all the rest of  the
people knelt down to drink water. And the LORD said 
to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I
will deliver you, and give the Mid'ianites into your 
hand; and let all the others go every man to his home.”
So he took the jars of  the people from their hands, 
and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest of  Israel 
every man to his tent, but retained the three hundred 
men; and the camp of  Mid'ian was below him in the 
valley. That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, 
go down against the camp; for I have given it into your
hand. But if  you fear to go down, go down to the 
camp with Pu'rah your servant; and you shall hear 
what they say, and afterward your hands shall be 
strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he 
went down with Pu'rah his servant to the outposts of  
the armed men that were in the camp. And the 
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

JUDGES 7:1–18; JOHN 1:19–28



Mid'ianites and the Amal'ekites and all the people of  
the East lay along the valley like locusts for multitude; 
and their camels were without number, as the sand 
which is upon the seashore for multitude. When 
Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his
comrade; and he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream; 
and lo, a cake of  barley bread tumbled into the camp 
of  Mid'ian, and came to the tent, and struck it so that 
it fell, and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay 
flat.” And his comrade answered, “This is no other 
than the sword of  Gideon the son of  Jo'ash, a man of
Israel; into his hand God has given Mid'ian and all the 
host.” When Gideon heard the telling of  the dream 
and its interpretation, he worshiped; and he returned 
to the camp of  Israel, and said, “Arise; for the LORD 
has given the host of  Mid'ian into your hand.” And he 
divided the three hundred men into three companies, 
and put trumpets into the hands of  all of  them and 
empty jars, with torches inside the jars. And he said to 
them, “Look at me, and do likewise; when I come to 
the outskirts of  the camp, do as I do. When I blow the
trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the 
trumpets also on every side of  all the camp, and shout,
‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
And this is the testimony of  John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 
are you?” He confessed, he did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the prophet?” And he answered, “No.” They 
said to him then, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself ?” He said, “I am the voice of  one crying in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of  the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.” Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if  you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water; but among you stands one whom you do 
not know, even he who comes after me, the thong of  
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” This took 
place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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