
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Jerubba'al jer-uh-BAY-uhl
Ba'al-be'rith BAY-uhl-BEE-rith
Beth-mil'lo beth-MIL-low
Ger'izim GER-i-zim (hard “G”)
Ba'als BAY-uhls
Ba'al-be'rith BAY-uhl-BEE-rith

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Abim'elech the son of  Jerubba'al went to Shechem to 
his mother’s kinsmen and said to them and to the 
whole clan of  his mother’s family, “Say in the ears of  
all the citizens of  Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, 
that all seventy of  the sons of  Jerubba'al rule over you,
or that one rule over you?’ Remember also that I am 
your bone and your flesh.” And his mother’s kinsmen 
spoke all these words on his behalf  in the ears of  all 
the men of  Shechem; and their hearts inclined to 
follow Abim'elech, for they said, “He is our brother.” 
And they gave him seventy pieces of  silver out of  the 
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house of  Ba'al-be'rith with which Abim'elech hired 
worthless and reckless fellows, who followed him. And
he went to his father’s house at O'phrah, and slew his 
brothers the sons of  Jerubba'al, seventy men, upon 
one stone; but Jo'tham the youngest son of  Jerubba'al 
was left, for he hid himself. And all the citizens of  
Shechem came together, and all Beth-millo, and they 
went and made Abim'elech king, by the oak of  the 
pillar at Shechem. When it was told to Jo'tham, he 
went and stood on the top of  Mount Ger'izim, and 
cried aloud and said to them, “Listen to me, you men 
of  Shechem, that God may listen to you. The trees 
once went forth to anoint a king over them; and they 
said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us.’ But the olive tree 
said to them, ‘Shall I leave my fatness, by which gods 
and men are honored, and go to sway over the trees?’ 
And the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come you, and reign
over us.’ But the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my 
sweetness and my good fruit, and go to sway over the 
trees?’ And the trees said to the vine, ‘Come you, and 
reign over us.’ But the vine said to them, ‘Shall I leave 
my wine which cheers gods and men, and go to sway 
over the trees?’ Then all the trees said to the bramble, 
‘Come you, and reign over us.’ And the bramble said 
to the trees, ‘If  in good faith you are anointing me 
king over you, then come and take refuge in my shade;
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but if  not, let fire come out of  the bramble and 
devour the cedars of  Lebanon.’ Now therefore, if  you 
acted in good faith and honor when you made 
Abim'elech king, and if  you have dealt well with 
Jerubba'al and his house, and have done to him as his 
deeds deserved—for my father fought for you, and 
risked his life, and rescued you from the hand of  
Mid'ian; and you have risen up against my father’s 
house this day, and have slain his sons, seventy men on
one stone, and have made Abim'elech, the son of  his 
maidservant, king over the citizens of  Shechem, 
because he is your kinsman—if  you then have acted in
good faith and honor with Jerubba'al and with his 
house this day, then rejoice in Abim'elech, and let him 
also rejoice in you; but if  not, let fire come out from 
Abim'elech, and devour the citizens of  Shechem, and 
Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the citizens of  
Shechem, and from Beth-mil'lo, and devour 
Abim'elech.” And Jo'tham ran away and fled, and went
to Beer and dwelt there, for fear of  Abim'elech his 
brother.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
On the third day there was a marriage at Cana in 
Galilee and the mother of  Jesus was there; Jesus also 
was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. When 
the wine gave out, the mother of  Jesus said to him, 
“They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “O 
woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has 
not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” Now six stone jars were 
standing there, for the Jewish rites of  purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them 
up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some 
out, and take it to the steward of  the feast.” So they 
took it. When the steward of  the feast tasted the water
now become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward of  the feast called the bridegroom 
and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine 
first; and when men have drunk freely, then the poor 
wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 
This, the first of  his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee,
and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. After this he went down to Caper'na-um, with his
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mother and his brothers and his disciples; and there 
they stayed for a few days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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