
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Jerubba'al jer-uh-BAY-uhl

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Abim'elech ruled over Israel three years. And God sent
an evil spirit between Abim'elech and the men of  
Shechem; and the men of  Shechem dealt treacherously
with Abim'elech; that the violence done to the seventy 
sons of  Jerubba'al might come and their blood be laid 
upon Abim'elech their brother, who slew them, and 
upon the men of  Shechem, who strengthened his 
hands to slay his brothers. And the men of  Shechem 
put men in ambush against him on the mountain tops,
and they robbed all who passed by them along that 
way; and it was told Abim'elech. Then Abim'elech 
went to The'bez, and encamped against The'bez, and 
took it. But there was a strong tower within the city, 
and all the people of  the city fled to it, all the men and
women, and shut themselves in; and they went to the 
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roof  of  the tower. And Abim'elech came to the tower,
and fought against it, and drew near to the door of  the
tower to burn it with fire. And a certain woman threw 
an upper millstone upon Abim'elech’s head, and 
crushed his skull. Then he called hastily to the young 
man his armor-bearer, and said to him, “Draw your 
sword and kill me, lest men say of  me, ‘A woman 
killed him.’ ” And his young man thrust him through, 
and he died. And when the men of  Israel saw that 
Abim'elech was dead, they departed every man to his 
home. Thus God requited the crime of  Abim'elech, 
which he committed against his father in killing his 
seventy brothers; and God also made all the 
wickedness of  the men of  Shechem fall back upon 
their heads, and upon them came the curse of  Jo'tham 
the son of  Jerubba'al.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
The Passover of  the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who 
were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money-changers at their business. And making a whip 
of  cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, 
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out of  the temple; and he poured out the coins of  the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. And he 
told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; you shall not make my Father’s house a house of
trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for thy house will consume me.” The Jews then 
said to him, “What sign have you to show us for doing
this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It 
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
you raise it up in three days?” But he spoke of  the 
temple of  his body. When therefore he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
which Jesus had spoken. Now when he was in 
Jerusalem at the Passover feast, many believed in his 
name when they saw the signs which he did; but Jesus 
did not trust himself  to them, because he knew all 
men and needed no one to bear witness of  man; for 
he himself  knew what was in man.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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