
YEAR 2, PROPER 14, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Za'phon ZAY-fahn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
The men of  E'phraim were called to arms, and they 
crossed to Za'phon and said to Jephthah, “Why did 
you cross over to fight against the Ammonites, and did
not call us to go with you? We will burn your house 
over you with fire.” And Jephthah said to them, “I and
my people had a great feud with the Ammonites; and 
when I called you, you did not deliver me from their 
hand. And when I saw that you would not deliver me, 
I took my life in my hand, and crossed over against the
Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into my hand; 
why then have you come up to me this day, to fight 
against me?” Then Jephthah gathered all the men of  
Gilead and fought with E'phraim; and the men of  
Gilead smote E'phraim, because they said, “You are 
fugitives of  E'phraim, you Gileadites, in the midst of  
E'phraim and Manas'seh.” And the Gileadites took the
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fords of  the Jordan against the E'phraimites. And 
when any of  the fugitives of  E'phraim said, “Let me 
go over,” the men of  Gilead said to him, “Are you an 
E'phraimite?” When he said, “No,” they said to him, 
“Then say Shibboleth,” and he said, “Sibboleth,” for 
he could not pronounce it right; then they seized him 
and slew him at the fords of  the Jordan. And there fell
at that time forty-two thousand of  the E'phraimites. 
Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the 
Gileadite died, and was buried in his city in Gilead.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
There was a man of  the Pharisees, named Nicode'mus,
a ruler of  the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of  God.” 
Nicode'mus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of  water and the 
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Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of  God. That 
which is born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of  the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ The wind blows 
where it wills, and you hear the sound of  it, but you do
not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is 
with every one who is born of  the Spirit.” Nicode'mus
said to him, “How can this be?” Jesus answered him, 
“Are you a teacher of  Israel, and yet you do not 
understand this? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of  
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen;
but you do not receive our testimony. If  I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if  I tell you heavenly things? No one has 
ascended into heaven but he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of  man. And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of  man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into 
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. He who believes in
him is not condemned; he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the
name of  the only Son of  God. And this is the 
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judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For every one who does evil hates the 
light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. But he who does what is true 
comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been wrought in God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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