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YEAR 2, PROPER 14, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Zeru'iah    ze-ruu-IGH-ugh 
Teko'a    tuh-KOH-uh 
obeisance   oh-BAY-sens/oh-BEE-sens 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel 
Now Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah perceived that the 
king’s heart went out to Ab'salom. And Jo'ab sent to 
Teko'a, and fetched from there a wise woman, and 
said to her, “Pretend to be a mourner, and put on 
mourning garments; do not anoint yourself with oil, 
but behave like a woman who has been mourning 
many days for the dead; and go to the king, and speak 
thus to him.” So Jo'ab put the words in her mouth. 
When the woman of Teko'a came to the king, she fell 
on her face to the ground, and did obeisance, and said, 
“Help, O king.” And the king said to her, “What is 
your trouble?” She answered, “Alas, I am a widow; my 
husband is dead. And your handmaid had two sons, 
and they quarreled with one another in the field; there 
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was no one to part them, and one struck the other and 
killed him. And now the whole family has risen against 
your handmaid, and they say, ‘Give up the man who 
struck his brother, that we may kill him for the life of 
his brother whom he slew’; and so they would destroy 
the heir also. Thus they would quench my coal which 
is left, and leave to my husband neither name nor 
remnant upon the face of the earth.” Then the king 
said to the woman, “Go to your house, and I will give 
orders concerning you.” And the woman of Teko'a 
said to the king, “On me be the guilt, my lord the king, 
and on my father’s house; let the king and his throne 
be guiltless.” The king said, “If any one says anything 
to you, bring him to me, and he shall never touch you 
again.” Then she said, “Pray let the king invoke the 
LORD your God, that the avenger of blood slay no 
more, and my son be not destroyed.” He said, “As the 
LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the 
ground.” Then the woman said, “Pray let your 
handmaid speak a word to my lord the king.” He said, 
“Speak.” And the woman said, “Why then have you 
planned such a thing against the people of God? For 
in giving this decision the king convicts himself, 
inasmuch as the king does not bring his banished one 
home again. We must all die, we are like water spilt on 
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; but 
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God will not take away the life of him who devises 
means not to keep his banished one an outcast. Now I 
have come to say this to my lord the king because the 
people have made me afraid; and your handmaid 
thought, ‘I will speak to the king; it may be that the 
king will perform the request of his servant. For the 
king will hear, and deliver his servant from the hand of 
the man who would destroy me and my son together 
from the heritage of God.’ And your handmaid 
thought, ‘The word of my lord the king will set me at 
rest’; for my lord the king is like the angel of God to 
discern good and evil. The LORD your God be with 
you!” Then the king answered the woman, “Do not 
hide from me anything I ask you.” And the woman 
said, “Let my lord the king speak.” The king said, “Is 
the hand of Jo'ab with you in all this?” The woman 
answered and said, “As surely as you live, my lord the 
king, one cannot turn to the right hand or to the left 
from anything that my lord the king has said. It was 
your servant Jo'ab who bade me; it was he who put all 
these words in the mouth of your handmaid. In order 
to change the course of affairs your servant Jo'ab did 
this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the 
angel of God to know all things that are on the earth.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Gama'li-el   guh-MAY-lee-el 
Theu'das   THYUU-duhs 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
And when the captain with the officers had brought 
the apostles, they set them before the council. And the 
high priest questioned them, saying, “We strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” But Peter 
and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus whom 
you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him 
at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we 
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” When 
they heard this they were enraged and wanted to kill 
them. But a Pharisee in the council named Gama'li-el, 
a teacher of the law, held in honor by all the people, 
stood up and ordered the men to be put outside for a 
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while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care 
what you do with these men. For before these days 
Theu'das arose, giving himself out to be somebody, 
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined 
him; but he was slain and all who followed him were 
dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the 
Galilean arose in the days of the census and drew away 
some of the people after him; he also perished, and all 
who followed him were scattered. So in the present 
case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone; for if this plan or this undertaking is of men, it 
will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing 
God!” So they took his advice, and when they had 
called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go. Then they left the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name. And every day in the temple 
and at home they did not cease teaching and preaching 
Jesus as the Christ. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


