
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abi'shai uh-BIGH-shigh
It'tai IT-igh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
And Ab'salom chanced to meet the servants of  David.
Ab'salom was riding upon his mule, and the mule went
under the thick branches of  a great oak, and his head 
caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging 
between heaven and earth, while the mule that was 
under him went on. And a certain man saw it, and told
Jo'ab, “Behold, I saw Ab'salom hanging in an oak.” 
Jo'ab said to the man who told him, “What, you saw 
him! Why then did you not strike him there to the 
ground? I would have been glad to give you ten pieces 
of  silver and a girdle.” But the man said to Jo'ab, 
“Even if  I felt in my hand the weight of  a thousand 
pieces of  silver, I would not put forth my hand against
the king’s son; for in our hearing the king commanded 
you and Abi'shai and It'tai, ‘For my sake protect the 
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young man Ab'salom.’ On the other hand, if  I had 
dealt treacherously against his life (and there is nothing
hidden from the king), then you yourself  would have 
stood aloof.” Jo'ab said, “I will not waste time like this 
with you.” And he took three darts in his hand, and 
thrust them into the heart of  Ab'salom, while he was 
still alive in the oak. And ten young men, Jo'ab’s 
armor-bearers, surrounded Ab'salom and struck him, 
and killed him. Then Jo'ab blew the trumpet, and the 
troops came back from pursuing Israel; for Jo'ab 
restrained them. And they took Ab'salom, and threw 
him into a great pit in the forest, and raised over him a
very great heap of  stones; and all Israel fled every one 
to his own home. Now Ab'salom in his lifetime had 
taken and set up for himself  the pillar which is in the 
King’s Valley, for he said, “I have no son to keep my 
name in remembrance”; he called the pillar after his 
own name, and it is called Ab'salom’s monument to 
this day.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And Saul was consenting to Stephen’s death. And on 
that day a great persecution arose against the church in
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Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
region of  Judea and Sama'ria, except the apostles. 
Devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the 
church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off  men and women and committed them to prison. 
Now those who were scattered went about preaching 
the word. Philip went down to a city of  Sama'ria, and 
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the multitudes 
with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, 
when they heard him and saw the signs which he did. 
For unclean spirits came out of  many who were 
possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who 
were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was 
much joy in that city. But there was a man named 
Simon who had previously practiced magic in the city 
and amazed the nation of  Sama'ria, saying that he 
himself  was somebody great. They all gave heed to 
him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man 
is that power of  God which is called Great.” And they
gave heed to him, because for a long time he had 
amazed them with his magic. But when they believed 
Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom 
of  God and the name of  Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. Even Simon himself  
believed, and after being baptized he continued with 
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Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed,
he was amazed.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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