
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, THURSDAY: EVENING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Za'dok ZAY-dah
Abi'athar uh-BIGH-uh-thahr
Ama'sa uh-MAY-suh
Shim'e-i SHIM-e-igh
Ge'ra GEE-ruh (hard “G”)
Bahu'rim buh-HYUU-rim
Abi'shai uh-BIGH-shigh
Zerui'ah zer-uh-IGH-uh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
It was told Jo'ab, “Behold, the king is weeping and 
mourning for Ab'salom.” So the victory that day was 
turned into mourning for all the people; for the people
heard that day, “The king is grieving for his son.” And 
the people stole into the city that day as people steal in
who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The king 
covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, 
“O my son Ab'salom, O Ab'salom, my son, my son!” 
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Then Jo'ab came into the house to the king, and said, 
“You have today covered with shame the faces of  all 
your servants, who have this day saved your life, and 
the lives of  your sons and your daughters, and the lives
of  your wives and your concubines, because you love 
those who hate you and hate those who love you. For 
you have made it clear today that commanders and 
servants are nothing to you; for today I perceive that if
Ab'salom were alive and all of  us were dead today, 
then you would be pleased. Now therefore arise, go 
out and speak kindly to your servants; for I swear by 
the LORD, if  you do not go, not a man will stay with 
you this night; and this will be worse for you than all 
the evil that has come upon you from your youth until 
now.” Then the king arose, and took his seat in the 
gate. And the people were all told, “Behold, the king is
sitting in the gate”; and all the people came before the 
king. Now Israel had fled every man to his own home. 
And all the people were at strife throughout all the 
tribes of  Israel, saying, “The king delivered us from 
the hand of  our enemies, and saved us from the hand 
of  the Philistines; and now he has fled out of  the land 
from Ab'salom. But Ab'salom, whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do you 
say nothing about bringing the king back?” And King 
David sent this message to Za'dok and Abi'athar the 
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priests, “Say to the elders of  Judah, ‘Why should you 
be the last to bring the king back to his house, when 
the word of  all Israel has come to the king? You are 
my kinsmen, you are my bone and my flesh; why then 
should you be the last to bring back the king?’ And say
to Ama'sa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? God 
do so to me, and more also, if  you are not commander
of  my army henceforth in place of  Jo'ab.’ ” And he 
swayed the heart of  all the men of  Judah as one man; 
so that they sent word to the king, “Return, both you 
and all your servants.” So the king came back to the 
Jordan; and Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and
to bring the king over the Jordan. And Shim'e-i the 
son of  Ge'ra, the Benjaminite, from Bahu'rim, made 
haste to come down with the men of  Judah to meet 
King David; and with him were a thousand men from 
Benjamin. And Zi'ba the servant of  the house of  Saul,
with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed 
down to the Jordan before the king, and they crossed 
the ford to bring over the king’s household, and to do 
his pleasure. And Shim'e-i the son of  Ge'ra fell down 
before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 
and said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty 
or remember how your servant did wrong on the day 
my lord the king left Jerusalem; let not the king bear it 
in mind. For your servant knows that I have sinned; 
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therefore, behold, I have come this day, the first of  all 
the house of  Joseph to come down to meet my lord 
the king.” Abi'shai the son of  Zeru'iah answered, 
“Shall not Shim'e-i be put to death for this, because he
cursed the LORD’s anointed?” But David said, “What 
have I to do with you, you sons of  Zeru'iah, that you 
should this day be as an adversary to me? Shall any 
one be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not 
know that I am this day king over Israel?” And the 
king said to Shim'e-i, “You shall not die.” And the king
gave him his oath.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Canda'ce can-DAY-see
Azo'tus uh-ZOH-tuhs

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
But an angel of  the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert road. And he rose 
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

2 SAMUEL 19:1–23; ACTS 8:26–40



and went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a 
minister of  the Canda'ce, queen of  the Ethiopians, in 
charge of  all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to 
worship and was returning; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to 
him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
And he said, “How can I, unless some one guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. Now the passage of  the scripture which he was 
reading was this: “As a sheep led to the slaughter or a 
lamb before its shearer is dumb, so he opens not his 
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who
can describe his generation? For his life is taken up 
from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, 
“About whom, pray, does the prophet say this, about 
himself  or about some one else?” Then Philip opened 
his mouth, and beginning with this scripture he told 
him the good news of  Jesus. And as they went along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water! What is to prevent my being 
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, 
and they both went down into the water, Philip and 
the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they 
came up out of  the water, the Spirit of  the Lord 
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

2 SAMUEL 19:1–23; ACTS 8:26–40



caught up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at 
Azo'tus, and passing on he preached the gospel to all 
the towns till he came to Caesare'a.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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