YEAR 2, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

She'ol SHEE-ol

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Job

Then Job answered: “Has not man a hard service
upon earth, and are not his days like the days of a
hireling? Like a slave who longs for the shadow, and
like a hireling who looks for his wages, so I am allotted
months of emptiness, and nights of misery are
apportioned to me. When I lie down I say, “‘When shall
I arise?” But the night is long, and I am full of tossing
till the dawn. My flesh 1s clothed with worms and dirt;
my skin hardens, then breaks out afresh. My days are
swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and come to their end
without hope. Remember that my life 1s a breath; my
eye will never again see good. The eye of him who
sees me will behold me no more; while thy eyes are
upon me, I shall be gone. As the cloud fades and
vanishes, so he who goes down to She'ol does not
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come up; he returns no more to his house, nor does
his place know him any more. Therefore I will not
restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my
spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. Am
I the sea, or a sea monster, that thou settest a guard
over me? When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me, my
couch will ease my complaint,” then thou dost scare
me with dreams and terrify me with visions, so that I
would choose strangling and death rather than my
bones. I loathe my life; I would not live for ever. Let
me alone, for my days are a breath. What is man, that
thou dost make so much of him, and that thou dost
set thy mind upon him, dost visit him every morning,
and test him every moment? How long wilt thou not
look away from me, nor let me alone till I swallow my
spittle? If I sin, what do I do to thee, thou watcher of
men? Why hast thou made me thy mark? Why have I
become a burden to thee? Why dost thou not pardon
my transgression and take away my iniquity? For now I
shall lie in the earth; thou wilt seek me, but I shall not
be.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this Jesus went about in Galilee; he would not go
about in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill him.
Now the Jews’ feast of Tabernacles was at hand. So
his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea,
that your disciples may see the works you are doing.
For no man works in secret if he seeks to be known
openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the
world.” For even his brothers did not believe in him.
Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but
your time is always here. The world cannot hate you,
but it hates me because I testify of it that its works are
evil. Go to the feast yourselves; I am not going up to
this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” So
saying, he remained in Galilee. But after his brothers
had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not
publicly but in private. The Jews were looking for him
at the feast, and saying, “Where 1s he?” And there was
much muttering about him among the people. While
some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is
leading the people astray.” Yet for fear of the Jews no
one spoke openly of him.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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