
 

YEAR 1, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER 
1 KINGS 3:1–15; ACTS 27:9–26 

YEAR 2, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY:  
EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 
Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king 
of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the city of David, until he had finished 
building his own house and the house of the LORD 
and the wall around Jerusalem. The people were 
sacrificing at the high places, however, because no 
house had yet been built for the name of the LORD. 
Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of 
David his father; only, he sacrificed and burnt incense 
at the high places. And the king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings 
upon that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I shall give you.” And Solomon said, “Thou hast 
shown great and steadfast love to thy servant David 
my father, because he walked before thee in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart toward thee; and thou hast kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and hast given him a son to 
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sit on his throne this day. And now, O LORD my God, 
thou hast made thy servant king in place of David my 
father, although I am but a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the 
midst of thy people whom thou hast chosen, a great 
people, that cannot be numbered or counted for 
multitude. Give thy servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern thy people, that I may 
discern between good and evil; for who is able to 
govern this thy great people?” It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
what is right, behold, I now do according to your 
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, 
so that none like you has been before you and none 
like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you 
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no 
other king shall compare with you, all your days. And 
if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and 
my commandments, as your father David walked, then 
I will lengthen your days.” And Solomon awoke, and 
behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem, 
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
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and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and made a feast for all his servants. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Caesare'a   ses-uh-REE-uh 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
At Caesare'a there was a man named Cornelius, a 
centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a 
devout man who feared God with all his household, 
gave alms liberally to the people, and prayed 
constantly to God. About the ninth hour of the day he 
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and 
saying to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in 
terror, and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to 
him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, 
and bring one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging 
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 
When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he 
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called two of his servants and a devout soldier from 
among those that waited on him, and having related 
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. The next 
day, as they were on their journey and coming near the 
city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the 
sixth hour. And he became hungry and desired 
something to eat; but while they were preparing it, he 
fell into a trance and saw the heaven opened, and 
something descending, like a great sheet, let down by 
four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of 
animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there 
came a voice to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But 
Peter said, “No, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to 
him again a second time, “What God has cleansed, 
you must not call common.” This happened three 
times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


