
YEAR 2, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Zerui'ah zer-uh-IGH-uh
Ama'sa uh-MAY-suh
Je'ther JEE-ther
She'ol SHEE-ol
Barzil'lai bahr-ZIL-igh
Gileadite GIL-ee-uh-dight
Shim'e-i SHIM-e-igh
Ge'ra GEE-ruh (hard “G”)
Bahu'rim buh-HYUU-rim
Ma'hana'im may-huh-NAY-im
He′bron HEE-bruhn
Adoni'jah ad-oh-NIGH-juh
Ab'ishag AB-i-shag
Abi'athar uh-BIGH-uh-thahr
Benai'ah bee-NIGH-uh
Jehoi'ada juh-HOY-ah-duh
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1 KINGS 2:1–25*; ACTS 10:1–16
Monday through Friday of  this week the first lesson is re-ordered so that more of  the narrative will be heard.



The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
When David’s time to die drew near, he charged 
Solomon his son, saying, “I am about to go the way of
all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself  a man, and 
keep the charge of  the LORD your God, walking in his
ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his 
ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the 
law of  Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do 
and wherever you turn; that the LORD may establish 
his word which he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If  
your sons take heed to their way, to walk before me in 
faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, 
there shall not fail you a man on the throne of  Israel.’ 
“Moreover you know also what Jo'ab the son of  
Zeru'iah did to me, how he dealt with the two 
commanders of  the armies of  Israel, Abner the son 
of  Ner, and Ama'sa the son of  Je'ther, whom he 
murdered, avenging in time of  peace blood which had 
been shed in war, and putting innocent blood upon 
the girdle about my loins, and upon the sandals on my 
feet. Act therefore according to your wisdom, but do 
not let his gray head go down to She'ol in peace. But 
deal loyally with the sons of  Barzil'lai the Gileadite, 
and let them be among those who eat at your table; for
with such loyalty they met me when I fled from 
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Ab'salom your brother. And there is also with you 
Shim'e-i the son of  Ge'ra, the Benjaminite from 
Bahu'rim, who cursed me with a grievous curse on the 
day when I went to Ma'hana'im; but when he came 
down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the 
LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the 
sword.’ Now therefore hold him not guiltless, for you 
are a wise man; you will know what you ought to do to
him, and you shall bring his gray head down with 
blood to She'ol.” Then David slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the city of  David. And the time that
David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned 
seven years in He'bron, and thirty-three years in 
Jerusalem. So Solomon sat upon the throne of  David 
his father; and his kingdom was firmly established. 
Then Adoni'jah the son of  Haggith came to 
Bathshe'ba the mother of  Solomon. And she said, 
“Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably.” Then
he said, “I have something to say to you.” She said, 
“Say on.” He said, “You know that the kingdom was 
mine, and that all Israel fully expected me to reign; 
however the kingdom has turned about and become 
my brother’s, for it was his from the LORD. And now I
have one request to make of  you; do not refuse me.” 
She said to him, “Say on.” And he said, “Pray ask King
Solomon—he will not refuse you—to give me 
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Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite as my wife.” Bathshe'ba 
said, “Very well; I will speak for you to the king.” So 
Bathshe'ba went to King Solomon, to speak to him on
behalf  of  Adoni'jah. And the king rose to meet her, 
and bowed down to her; then he sat on his throne, and
had a seat brought for the king’s mother; and she sat 
on his right. Then she said, “I have one small request 
to make of  you; do not refuse me.” And the king said 
to her, “Make your request, my mother; for I will not 
refuse you.” She said, “Let Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite 
be given to Adoni'jah your brother as his wife.” King 
Solomon answered his mother, “And why do you ask 
Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite for Adoni'jah? Ask for him 
the kingdom also; for he is my elder brother, and on 
his side are Abi'athar the priest and Jo'ab the son of  
Zeru'iah.” Then King Solomon swore by the LORD , 
saying, “God do so to me and more also if  this word 
does not cost Adoni'jah his life! Now therefore as the 
LORD lives, who has established me, and placed me on
the throne of  David my father, and who has made me 
a house, as he promised, Adoni'jah shall be put to 
death this day.” So King Solomon sent Benai'ah the 
son of  Jehoi'ada; and he struck him down, and he 
died.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
At Caesare'a there was a man named Cornelius, a 
centurion of  what was known as the Italian Cohort, a 
devout man who feared God with all his household, 
gave alms liberally to the people, and prayed constantly
to God. About the ninth hour of  the day he saw 
clearly in a vision an angel of  God coming in and 
saying to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in 
terror, and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to 
him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, 
and bring one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging 
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 
When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he 
called two of  his servants and a devout soldier from 
among those that waited on him, and having related 
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. The next 
day, as they were on their journey and coming near the
city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the 
sixth hour. And he became hungry and desired 
something to eat; but while they were preparing it, he 
fell into a trance and saw the heaven opened, and 
something descending, like a great sheet, let down by 
four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of  
animals and reptiles and birds of  the air. And there 
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came a voice to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But 
Peter said, “No, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to 
him again a second time, “What God has cleansed, 
you must not call common.” This happened three 
times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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