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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 
Then two harlots came to King Solomon, and stood 
before him. The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, this 
woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth 
to a child while she was in the house. Then on the 
third day after I was delivered, this woman also gave 
birth; and we were alone; there was no one else with 
us in the house, only we two were in the house. And 
this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on 
it. And she arose at midnight, and took my son from 
beside me, while your maidservant slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom. When 
I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, it was 
dead; but when I looked at it closely in the morning, 
behold, it was not the child that I had borne.” But the 
other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and 
the dead child is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead 
child is yours, and the living child is mine.” Thus they 
spoke before the king. Then the king said, “The one 
says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is 
dead’; and the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, 
and my son is the living one.’ ” And the king said, 
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“Bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before 
the king. And the king said, “Divide the living child in 
two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.” 
Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, 
because her heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, 
give her the living child, and by no means slay it.” But 
the other said, “It shall be neither mine nor yours; 
divide it.” Then the king answered and said, “Give the 
living child to the first woman, and by no means slay 
it; she is its mother.” And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had rendered; and they stood 
in awe of the king, because they perceived that the 
wisdom of God was in him, to render justice. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what 
the vision which he had seen might mean, behold, the 
men that were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry 
for Simon’s house, stood before the gate and called 
out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was 
lodging there. And while Peter was pondering the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are 
looking for you. Rise and go down, and accompany 
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them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” And 
Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one 
you are looking for; what is the reason for your 
coming?” And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an 
upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of 
by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy 
angel to send for you to come to his house, and to 
hear what you have to say.” So he called them in to be 
his guests. The next day he rose and went off with 
them, and some of the brethren from Joppa 
accompanied him. And on the following day they 
entered Caesare'a. Cornelius was expecting them and 
had called together his kinsmen and close friends. 
When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down 
at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, 
saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” And as he talked 
with him, he went in and found many persons 
gathered; and he said to them, “You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 
any one of another nation; but God has shown me 
that I should not call any man common or unclean. So 
when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask 
then why you sent for me.” And Cornelius said, “Four 
days ago, about this hour, I was keeping the ninth 
hour of prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood 
before me in bright apparel, saying, ‘Cornelius, your 
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prayer has been heard and your alms have been 
remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and 
ask for Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging in the 
house of Simon, a tanner, by the seaside.’ So I sent to 
you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. 
Now therefore we are all here present in the sight of 
God, to hear all that you have been commanded by 
the Lord.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


