YEAR 2, PROPER 16, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Eth'anim ETH-uh-nim

The First esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of the Kings

Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house
of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in
the things which David his father had dedicated, the
silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the
treasuries of the house of the LORD. Then Solomon
assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the leaders of the fathers” houses of the people
of Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city
of David, which 1s Zion. And all the men of Israel
assembled to King Solomon at the feast in the month
Eth'anim, which is the seventh month. And all the
elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.
And they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tent of
meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent;
the priests and the Levites brought them up. And
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King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who
had assembled before him, were with him before the
ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they
could not be counted or numbered. Then the priests
brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its
place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most
holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. For
the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of
the ark, so that the cherubim made a covering above
the ark and 1ts poles. And the poles were so long that
the ends of the poles were seen from the holy place
before the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen
from outside; and they are there to this day. There was
nothing in the ark except the two tables of stone
which Moses put there at Horeb, where the LORD
made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they
came out of the land of Egypt. And when the priests
came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of
the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the
LORD filled the house of the LORD. Then Solomon
said, ““The LORD has set the sun in the heavens, but
has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. I have
built thee an exalted house, a place for thee to dwell in
for ever.” Then the king faced about, and blessed all
the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel
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stood. And he said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of
Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he
promised with his mouth to David my father, saying,
‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of
Egypt, I chose no city in all the tribes of Israel in
which to build a house, that my name might be there;
but I chose David to be over my people Israel.” Now it
was in the heart of David my father to build a house
for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. But the
LORD said to David my father, “Whereas it was in your
heart to build a house for my name, you did well that
it was 1n your heart; nevertheless you shall not build
the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall
build the house for my name.” Now the LORD has
fulfilled his promise which he made; for I have risen in
the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of
Israel, as the LORD promised, and I have built the
house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.
And there I have provided a place for the ark, in
which is the covenant of the LORD which he made
with our fathers, when he brought them out of the
land of Egypt.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Jude'a juu-DEE-uh
Caesare'a ses-uh-REE-uh

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now the apostles and the brethren who were in Judea
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of
God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcision party criticized him, saying, “Why did
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” But
Peter began and explained to them in order: “I was in
the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a
vision, something descending, like a great sheet, let
down from heaven by four corners; and it came down
to me. Looking at it closely I observed animals and
beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. And I
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’
But I said, ‘No, Lord; for nothing common or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.” But the voice answered a
second time from heaven, “‘What God has cleansed
you must not call common.” This happened three
times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. At that
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very moment three men arrived at the house in which
we were, sent to me from Caesare'a. And the Spirit
told me to go with them, making no distinction. These
six brethren also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. And he told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa
and bring Simon called Peter; he will declare to you a
message by which you will be saved, you and all your
household.” As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them just as on us at the beginning. And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, John
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” If then God gave the same gift to them as
he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” When
they heard this they were silenced. And they glorified
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has
granted repentance unto life.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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