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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Thessalonians
Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, To the church of  the 
Thessalo'nians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are bound to give 
thanks to God always for you, brethren, as is fitting, 
because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love 
of  every one of  you for one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast of  you in the churches 
of  God for your steadfastness and faith in all your 
persecutions and in the afflictions which you are 
enduring. This is evidence of  the righteous judgment 
of  God, that you may be made worthy of  the 
kingdom of  God, for which you are suffering—To 
this end we always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of  his call, and may fulfil every good
resolve and work of  faith by his power, so that the 
name of  our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 
you in him, according to the grace of  our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 96:1–5
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 96, verses 1 through 5,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 725.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1  Sing to the LORD a new song; *
   sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2  Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
  proclaim the good news of  his salvation from 

day to day.

3  Declare his glory among the nations *
   and his wonders among all peoples.

4  For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
   he is more to be feared than all gods.

5  As for all the gods of  the nations, they are but 
idols; *

   but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader I will bless the Lord at all times; *

  his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
because you shut the kingdom of  heaven against men; 
for you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who 
would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to 
make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a 
proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of  hell 
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as yourselves. Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If  
any one swears by the temple, it is nothing; but if  any 
one swears by the gold of  the temple, he is bound by 
his oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the 
gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And
you say, ‘If  any one swears by the altar, it is nothing; 
but if  any one swears by the gift that is on the altar, he
is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is 
greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 
So he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by 
everything on it; and he who swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by him who dwells in it; and he who 
swears by heaven, swears by the throne of  God and by
him who sits upon it.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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