YEAR 2, PROPER 16, TUESDAY: MASS


The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 
	Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling to meet him, we beg you, brethren, not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited, either by spirit or by word, or by letter purporting to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you this? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by his appearing and his coming. The coming of the lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with all power and with pretended signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are to perish, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion, to make them believe what is false, so that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.
The Reader concludes	The Word of the Lord.




Psalm 96:7–13
The Reader says	
Please join me in reading Psalm 96, verses 7 through 13, found in the red Prayer Book on page 726.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

7  	Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;*
 	  ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8  	Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
 	  bring offerings and come into his courts.

9  	Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
 	  let the whole earth tremble before him.

10  	Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is 
King! *
  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be 
moved;
  he will judge the peoples with equity.”

11  	Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
 	  let the field be joyful and all that is therein.



12  	Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
 	  when he comes to judge the earth.

13  	He will judge the world with righteousness *
 	  and the peoples with his truth.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.


The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader		Alleluia.
People		Alleluia.
Reader		I will bless the Lord at all times; *
			  his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
People		Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.




The Holy Gospel
The Minister says		The Lord be with you.
People				And also with you.
Minister	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People				Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of extortion and rapacity. You blind Pharisee! first cleanse the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean.”
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