
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Job answered: “But I would speak to the Almighty, and
I desire to argue my case with God. As for you, you 
whitewash with lies; worthless physicians are you all. 
Oh that you would keep silent, and it would be your 
wisdom! Hear now my reasoning, and listen to the 
pleadings of  my lips. Will you speak falsely for God, 
and speak deceitfully for him? Will you show partiality 
toward him, will you plead the case for God? Will it be
well with you when he searches you out? Or can you 
deceive him, as one deceives a man? He will surely 
rebuke you if  in secret you show partiality. Will not his
majesty terrify you, and the dread of  him fall upon 
you? Your maxims are proverbs of  ashes, your 
defenses are defenses of  clay. Let me have silence, and 
I will speak, and let come on me what may. I will take 
my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in my hand. 
Behold, he will slay me; I have no hope; yet I will 
defend my ways to his face. This will be my salvation, 
that a godless man shall not come before him. Listen 
carefully to my words, and let my declaration be in 
your ears. Withdraw thy hand far from me, and let not 
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dread of  thee terrify me. Then call, and I will answer; 
or let me speak, and do thou reply to me. How many 
are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my 
transgression and my sin. Why dost thou hide thy face,
and count me as thy enemy? Wilt thou frighten a 
driven leaf  and pursue dry chaff? For thou writest 
bitter things against me, and makest me inherit the 
iniquities of  my youth. Thou puttest my feet in the 
stocks, and watchest all my paths; thou settest a bound
to the soles of  my feet.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
The Jews answered Jesus, “We are descendants of  
Abraham, and have never been in bondage to any one.
How is it that you say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus 
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, every one 
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not 
continue in the house for ever; the son continues for 
ever. So if  the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. I know that you are descendants of  Abraham; 
yet you seek to kill me, because my word finds no 
place in you. I speak of  what I have seen with my 
Father, and you do what you have heard from your 
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father.” They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” 
Jesus said to them, “If  you were Abraham’s children, 
you would do what Abraham did, but now you seek to
kill me, a man who has told you the truth which I 
heard from God; this is not what Abraham did. You 
do what your father did.” They said to him, “We were 
not born of  fornication; we have one Father, even 
God.” Jesus said to them, “If  God were your Father, 
you would love me, for I proceeded and came forth 
from God; I came not of  my own accord, but he sent 
me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is 
because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of  
your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and 
the father of  lies. But, because I tell the truth, you do 
not believe me. Which of  you convicts me of  sin? If  I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe me? He who is 
of  God hears the words of  God; the reason why you 
do not hear them is that you are not of  God.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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