
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ha'math HAY-muth

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel 
with him, a great assembly, from the entrance of  
Ha'math to the Brook of  Egypt, before the LORD our 
God, seven days. On the eighth day he sent the people
away; and they blessed the king, and went to their 
homes joyful and glad of  heart for all the goodness 
that the LORD had shown to David his servant and to 
Israel his people. When Solomon had finished building
the house of  the LORD and the king’s house and all 
that Solomon desired to build, the LORD appeared to 
Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at 
Gibeon. And the LORD said to him, “I have heard 
your prayer and your supplication, which you have 
made before me; I have consecrated this house which 
you have built, and put my name there for ever; my 
eyes and my heart will be there for all time. And as for 
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you, if  you will walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of  heart and uprightness, doing 
according to all that I have commanded you, and 
keeping my statutes and my ordinances, then I will 
establish your royal throne over Israel for ever, as I 
promised David your father, saying, ‘There shall not 
fail you a man upon the throne of  Israel.’ But if  you 
turn aside from following me, you or your children, 
and do not keep my commandments and my statutes 
which I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods and worship them, then I will cut off  Israel from
the land which I have given them; and the house 
which I have consecrated for my name I will cast out 
of  my sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a 
byword among all peoples. And this house will 
become a heap of  ruins; everyone passing by it will be 
astonished, and will hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has 
the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 
Then they will say, ‘Because they forsook the LORD 
their God who brought their fathers out of  the land 
of  Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshiped 
them and served them; therefore the LORD has 
brought all this evil upon them.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands 
upon some who belonged to the church. He killed 
James the brother of  John with the sword; and when 
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 
Peter also. This was during the days of  Unleavened 
Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in 
prison, and delivered him to four squads of  soldiers to
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him 
out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison; but 
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the 
church. The very night when Herod was about to 
bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before 
the door were guarding the prison; and behold, an 
angel of  the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the 
cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, 
saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off  his 
hands. And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself  and 
put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to 
him, “Wrap your mantle around you and follow me.” 
And he went out and followed him; he did not know 
that what was done by the angel was real, but thought 
he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first 
and the second guard, they came to the iron gate 
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leading into the city. It opened to them of  its own 
accord, and they went out and passed on through one 
street; and immediately the angel left him. And Peter 
came to himself, and said, “Now I am sure that the 
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand
of  Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 
expecting.” When he realized this, he went to the 
house of  Mary, the mother of  John whose other name
was Mark, where many were gathered together and 
were praying. And when he knocked at the door of  the
gateway, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 
Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open 
the gate but ran in and told that Peter was standing at 
the gate. They said to her, “You are mad.” But she 
insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his angel!” But 
Peter continued knocking; and when they opened, they
saw him and were amazed. But motioning to them 
with his hand to be silent, he described to them how 
the Lord had brought him out of  the prison. And he 
said, “Tell this to James and to the brethren.” Then he 
departed and went to another place.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, PROPER 17, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

1 KINGS 8:65–9:9; ACTS 12:1–17


	A Reading from the First Book of the Kings

