
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Mil'lo MIL-lo
E'zion-ge'ber EE-zi-ahn-GEE-bur 

  (hard “G”)
E'loth EE-lath
Almug AL-muhg

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
But Pharaoh’s daughter went up from the city of  
David to her own house which Solomon had built for 
her; then he built the Mil'lo. Three times a year 
Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and peace 
offerings upon the altar which he built to the LORD, 
burning incense before the LORD. So he finished the 
house. King Solomon built a fleet of  ships at E'zion-
ge'ber, which is near E'loth on the shore of  the Red 
Sea, in the land of  Edom. And Hiram sent with the 
fleet his servants, seamen who were familiar with the 
sea, together with the servants of  Solomon; and they 
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went to Ophir, and brought from there gold, to the 
amount of  four hundred and twenty talents; and they 
brought it to King Solomon. Now when the queen of  
Sheba heard of  the fame of  Solomon concerning the 
name of  the LORD, she came to test him with hard 
questions. She came to Jerusalem with a very great 
retinue, with camels bearing spices, and very much 
gold, and precious stones; and when she came to 
Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. And 
Solomon answered all her questions; there was 
nothing hidden from the king which he could not 
explain to her. And when the queen of  Sheba had seen
all the wisdom of  Solomon, the house that he had 
built, the food of  his table, the seating of  his officials, 
and the attendance of  his servants, their clothing, his 
cupbearers, and his burnt offerings which he offered 
at the house of  the LORD, there was no more spirit in 
her. And she said to the king, “The report was true 
which I heard in my own land of  your affairs and of  
your wisdom, but I did not believe the reports until I 
came and my own eyes had seen it; and, behold, the 
half  was not told me; your wisdom and prosperity 
surpass the report which I heard. Happy are your 
wives! Happy are these your servants, who continually 
stand before you and hear your wisdom! Blessed be 
the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set 
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you on the throne of  Israel! Because the LORD loved 
Israel for ever, he has made you king, that you may 
execute justice and righteousness.” Then she gave the 
king a hundred and twenty talents of  gold, and a very 
great quantity of  spices, and precious stones; never 
again came such an abundance of  spices as these 
which the queen of  Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
Moreover the fleet of  Hiram, which brought gold 
from Ophir, brought from Ophir a very great amount 
of  almug wood and precious stones. And the king 
made of  the almug wood supports for the house of  
the LORD, and for the king’s house, lyres also and 
harps for the singers; no such almug wood has come 
or been seen, to this day. And King Solomon gave to 
the queen of  Sheba all that she desired, whatever she 
asked besides what was given her by the bounty of  
King Solomon. So she turned and went back to her 
own land, with her servants.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
When day came, there was no small stir among the 
soldiers over what had become of  Peter. And when 
Herod had sought for him and could not find him, he 
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examined the sentries and ordered that they should be 
put to death. Then he went down from Judea to 
Caesare'a, and remained there. Now Herod was angry 
with the people of  Tyre and Sidon; and they came to 
him in a body, and having persuaded Blastus, the king’s
chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their 
country depended on the king’s country for food. On 
an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took 
his seat upon the throne, and made an oration to 
them. And the people shouted, “The voice of  a god, 
and not of  man!” Immediately an angel of  the Lord 
smote him, because he did not give God the glory; and
he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of  
God grew and multiplied. And Barnabas and Saul 
returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their 
mission, bringing with them John whose other name 
was Mark.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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