
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, THURSDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

She'ol SHEE-ol

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Job answered: “My face is red with weeping, and on 
my eyelids is deep darkness; although there is no 
violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure. O earth, 
cover not my blood, and let my cry find no resting 
place. Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and 
he that vouches for me is on high. My friends scorn 
me; my eye pours out tears to God, that he would 
maintain the right of  a man with God, like that of  a 
man with his neighbor. For when a few years have 
come I shall go the way whence I shall not return. My 
spirit is broken, my days are extinct, the grave is ready 
for me. If  I look for She'ol as my house, if  I spread 
my couch in darkness, if  I say to the pit, ‘You are my 
father,’ and to the worm, ‘My mother,’ or ‘My sister,’ 
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where then is my hope? Who will see my hope? Will it 
go down to the bars of  She'ol? Shall we descend 
together into the dust?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of  God might be made 
manifest in him. We must work the works of  him who
sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of  
the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and 
made clay of  the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes 
with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of  
Silo'am” (which means Sent). So he went and washed 
and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; 
others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am 
the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 
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made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go 
to Silo'am and wash’; so I went and washed and 
received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the 
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and 
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how 
he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He 
put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some 
of  the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How 
can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a
division among them. So they again said to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him, since he has 
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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