
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, THURSDAY: EVENING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Che'mosh KEE-mahsh
Mo'lech MOH-lek

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women: the 
daughter of  Pharaoh, and Moabite, Ammonite, 
E'domite, Sido'nian, and Hittite women, from the 
nations concerning which the LORD had said to the 
people of  Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage 
with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they 
will turn away your heart after their gods”; Solomon 
clung to these in love. He had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his 
wives turned away his heart. For when Solomon was 
old his wives turned away his heart after other gods; 
and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his 
God, as was the heart of  David his father. For 
Solomon went after Ash'toreth the goddess of  the 
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Sido'nians, and after Milcom the abomination of  the 
Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in the sight
of  the LORD, and did not wholly follow the LORD, as 
David his father had done. Then Solomon built a high 
place for Che'mosh the abomination of  Moab, and for
Mo'lech the abomination of  the Ammonites, on the 
mountain east of  Jerusalem. And so he did for all his 
foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to 
their gods. And the LORD was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the 
God of  Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and 
had commanded him concerning this thing, that he 
should not go after other gods; but he did not keep 
what the LORD commanded. Therefore the LORD said
to Solomon, “Since this has been your mind and you 
have not kept my covenant and my statutes which I 
have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom 
from you and will give it to your servant. Yet for the 
sake of  David your father I will not do it in your days, 
but I will tear it out of  the hand of  your son. However
I will not tear away all the kingdom; but I will give one 
tribe to your son, for the sake of  David my servant 
and for the sake of  Jerusalem which I have chosen.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Niger NIGH-jur
Lucius LUU-shus
Cyre'ne sigh-REE-nee
Man'a-en MAN-ay-en
Seleu'cia si-LUU-sha
Pa'phos PAY-fahs
El'ymas EL-i-mas

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and 
teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, 
Lucius of  Cyre'ne, Man'a-en a member of  the court 
of  Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” Then after fasting and 
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them 
off. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 
down to Seleu'cia; and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. When they arrived at Sal'amis, they proclaimed
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the word of  God in the synagogues of  the Jews. And 
they had John to assist them. When they had gone 
through the whole island as far as Pa'phos, they came 
upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet, named
Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a
man of  intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and 
Saul and sought to hear the word of  God. But El'ymas
the magician (for that is the meaning of  his name) 
withstood them, seeking to turn away the proconsul 
from the faith. But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, 
“You son of  the devil, you enemy of  all righteousness,
full of  all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making 
crooked the straight paths of  the Lord? And now, 
behold, the hand of  the Lord is upon you, and you 
shall be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” 
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him and he 
went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 
Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had 
occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of  the 
Lord.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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