
YEAR 2, PROPER 17, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

El'iphaz EL-i-faz
Te'manite TEE-muh-nite

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then Eli'phaz the Te'manite answered: “Can a man be
profitable to God? Surely he who is wise is profitable 
to himself. Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if  you are
righteous, or is it gain to him if  you make your ways 
blameless? Is it for your fear of  him that he reproves 
you, and enters into judgment with you? Agree with 
God, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you. 
Receive instruction from his mouth, and lay up his 
words in your heart. If  you return to the Almighty and
humble yourself, if  you remove unrighteousness far 
from your tents, if  you lay gold in the dust, and gold 
of  Ophir among the stones of  the torrent bed, and if  
the Almighty is your gold, and your precious silver; 
then you will delight yourself  in the Almighty, and lift 
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up your face to God. You will make your prayer to 
him, and he will hear you; and you will pay your vows. 
You will decide on a matter, and it will be established 
for you, and light will shine on your ways. For God 
abases the proud, but he saves the lowly. He delivers 
the innocent man; you will be delivered through the 
cleanness of  your hands.” Then Job answered: “Today 
also my complaint is bitter, his hand is heavy in spite 
of  my groaning. Oh, that I knew where I might find 
him, that I might come even to his seat! I would lay my
case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. I 
would learn what he would answer me, and understand
what he would say to me. Would he contend with me 
in the greatness of  his power? No; he would give heed
to me. There an upright man could reason with him, 
and I should be acquitted for ever by my judge.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief  and a 
robber; but he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of  the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep 
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hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, 
but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of  strangers.” This figure Jesus used with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, I am the door of  the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not heed them. I am the door; if  any one enters by me,
he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief  comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, sees the wolf  coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees; and the wolf  snatches them and scatters them. 
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And I have other sheep, that are not of  this fold; I 
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason 
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the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I 
may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of  my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again; this charge I have 
received from my Father.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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