
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Bildad the Shu'hite answered: “Dominion and fear are 
with God; he makes peace in his high heaven. Is there 
any number to his armies? Upon whom does his light 
not arise? How then can man be righteous before 
God? How can he who is born of  woman be clean? 
Behold, even the moon is not bright and the stars are 
not clean in his sight; how much less man, who is a 
maggot, and the son of  man, who is a worm!” And 
Job again took up his discourse, and said: “As God 
lives, who has taken away my right, and the Almighty, 
who has made my soul bitter; as long as my breath is 
in me, and the spirit of  God is in my nostrils; my lips 
will not speak falsehood, and my tongue will not utter 
deceit. Far be it from me to say that you are right; till I 
die I will not put away my integrity from me. I hold 
fast my righteousness, and will not let it go; my heart 
does not reproach me for any of  my days.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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JOB 25:1–6, 27:1–6; MATTHEW 5:13–20



The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said, “You are the salt of  the earth; but if  salt 
has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be restored? It is
no longer good for anything except to be thrown out 
and trodden under foot by men. You are the light of  
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do 
men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfil
them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of  
the least of  these commandments and teaches men so,
shall be called least in the kingdom of  heaven; but he 
who does them and teaches them shall be called great 
in the kingdom of  heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of  the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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